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School board tells
plans for recovery

By DR. DOUG CHANCE
CAM. PAR. SCHOOL

SUPT.

The Cameron Parish
School Board has leased a
facility in Lake Charles to
serve as a temporary office
location in order to serve the
students, parents, employees,
and citizens of Cameron
Parish.  Members of the
Board and its employees are
focusing on the future of
Cameron Parish and its
schools as evidenced by the
following listed actions:

Generosity of Others -First
and foremost, members of the
Cameron Parish School Board
acknowledge that the gen-
erosity of so many from across
our nation and our world has
manifested itself in ways that
have addressed both the
immediate needs of our stu-
dents and employees and
their families and is assisting
us address our long-term
needs as we re-build the
future of Cameron Parish.

Property Tax Break -
Members of the Board voted
in its meeting on Monday,
Dec. 12, to give the citizens of
Cameron Parish all of the
property tax advantages
available under the laws of
Louisiana; that is, members
voted to request that the
assessments for 2005 be con-
ducted on the value of proper-
ty after Hurricane Rita.  This
action demonstrates the con-
cern that members of the
Board have for the immediate
and long-term needs of the
citizens of Cameron Parish.

Serving, Planning, and
Building for the Future-
Members of the Cameron
Parish School Board and their
employees are conducting the
following activities with a
view toward the future: 

• Portable classroom facil-
ities are on site at Hackberry
and these facilities are being
prepared in order for Johnson
Bayou and Hackberry High to
resume a Monday-Friday
schedule in the immediate
future.

• Restoration of gym floors
are progressing with the com-
pletion of the damaged floor
at Grand Lake, and both gym
floors at Hackberry are near-
ing completion.

• Bids have been opened
for Phase I of the removal and
recovery process at Johnson
Bayou High, and bids for
restoration activities will be
advertised within sixty days.

• Plans are structured and
approved to conduct classes in
the permanent building at
Johnson Bayou High as soon
as possible and not later than

August 2006.  
• Bids for the removal and

recovery at the South
Cameron High School site
will be re-advertised in order
to ensure a safe and appropri-
ate environment for all citi-
zens.

• Phase II at South
Cameron High School
includes preserving the gym
complex, the track, and stadi-
um for use beginning in
August 2006.

• Phase III at the site of
South Cameron High pro-
vides for the placement of
portable/mobile classroom
units on the north parking
apron in order to offer classes
for students in Grades PK-12
beginning in August 2006;
i.e., for the 2006-2007 school
year.

• A Final Phase will
include a rebuilding of our
central office only after all
school sites are cleaned-up,
repaired and/or rebuilt, and
repopulated.

Johnson Bayou, Holly Beach
reopen for residents’ return

The mandatory evacuation
for Johnson Bayou and Holly
Beach has been lifted.
Cameron Parish Emergency
Operations Director Kisha
Killmer recommended to the
Police Jury Tuesday evening
that they follow the repopula-
tion plan adopted two weeks
ago and open Branch I at this
time.

The reopening of Johnson
Bayou was dependent on the
beginning of private property
debris removal and the repair
of the hurricane damaged
roads in the area.  Both pro-
jects have begun.

Killmer warned everyone
that there would be little
activity over the next week,
and most contractors and
emergency workers will be
returning home to spend
Christmas with their fami-
lies.  However, she has been
told to expect a major ramp-
up in debris removal after
Jan. 1.

HOLLY BEACH 
COMPROMISE

Residents of Holly Beach
cheered when state Sen.
Jerry Theunissen announced
that a compromise had been
reached with the Office of
Public Health on the re-popu-
lating of that community.

Theunissen reported that
during a meeting with OPH
state health officer Dr. Jimmy
Guidry was persuaded to
relax the rules on septic sys-
tems to a certain extent.

Waivers will be issued to
allow property owners with
5000 sq. ft. lots having 50 ft.
of road frontage to place an
approved mechanical sewer-
age treatment system on
their property.

Only one system and one
habitable structure will be
allowed on the lot, and the
owner must sign a statement
that he or she will convert to
the community sewer system
when it goes on line.
Theunissen said he and the
Federal delegation are work-
ing very hard to get the
money for the community sys-
tem.

Residents who only have
the smaller lots will either
have to try to buy adjacent
lots or wait for the communi-
ty system.

OPH officer Dane
Thibodeaux said these rules
are the same as have been in
effect since 1999 for tempo-
rary use structures like
camps.  RV parks will not
receive permits under the
special waivers, due to the
number of units on the site.

Theunissen said in these
trying times everyone will
have to be a little lenient, and
everybody will have to follow
the rules also.

BURN BAN
On the recommendation of

Killmer, the Jury agreed to
temporarily lift the burn ban
in the northern part of the
parish to allow small piles of
debris to be burned.  Large
piles should be coordinated
with the volunteer fire
departments, and the
Sheriff ’s office for public safe-
ty.  Marsh burns should be

coordinated with the EOC.
Jurors will watch to see if

there are any problems with
compliance or safety before
lifting the ban in other areas
or making the move perma-
nent.

NEW EOC DIRECTOR
Citing medical problems,

EOC Director Killmer
announced she will be leaving
her post sooner than expect-
ed.  She said she is uncom-
fortable with the amount of
work left to do, and recom-
mended that the jury hire
Paul Rainwater, currently
Lake Charles City manager,
as a replacement.

Rainwater has extensive
experience in emergency
management through state
and local government and two
overseas tours of duty with
the Army Reserves.

Killmer also recommended
that the Jury actively pursue
the hiring of a permanent
director for the Office of
Emergency Preparedness so
that person can shadow
Rainwater as he or she learns
the job.

Rainwater was hired for a
term of one year, renewable
avery 30 days.  His position is
paid for by FEMA.  The OEP
Director will be paid by the
Police Jury.

Rainwater pledged to give
his “heart and soul” to the job
and work for Cameron Parish
and “no one else.”

Killmer also recommended
that the Jury enter into a
cooperative agreement with
Calcasieu Parish to allow her
to continue to assist
Rainwater as he takes the
reins of the EOC.

She also reported that the
U.S. Forestry Service incident
Management Teams have
left, leaving the EOC very
shorthanded.  She has con-
tacted the state for assistance
and expects additional staff
soon.

CONSTRUCTION CODES
Parish Administrator Tina

Horn advised the Jury that
she is seeking a delay in the
application of the new state
building codes for the parish.

Originally, the codes were
not to take effect until 2007,
but last minute amendments
made the effective date Feb.
27, 2006.  The parish has no
one certified to conduct the
necessary inspections.

Horn said the state has

offered three options for com-
pliance:  contract with anoth-
er local government; contract
with a third party provider
approved by the Louisiana
Office of Public Safety; or use
the State Fire Marshall’s
office.

James Ducote asked that
the Jury set up seminars to
explain the new codes to local
residents who are about to
rebuild.

OTHER ACTIONS
In other business, the Jury

voted to approve the borrow-
ing of $1.6 million from
FEMA to cover expenses of
recovery, and adopted a bud-
get for 2006.

The budget, according to
accountant Darrell Williams,
depends on FEMA payments
and is subject to unexpected
expenses.  He also said some
smaller districts in the parish
will need help with storm
related expenses in the short
and long term.

At the suggestion of Steve
Trahan, the Jury agreed to
begin to rotate their meeting
between Grand Lake and
Hackberry to allow more par-
ticipation by west side resi-
dents.  

The January 3 meeting
will be held in Grand Lake,
the next one will be in
Hackberry.

Attorneys
are now in
Jennings

Mudd and Bruchhaus,
L.L.C., Attorneys at Law have
announced the association of
Jamie C. Gary, Attorney at
Law with the firm. Gary, who
has been practicing with the
firm over the past several
months, is a graduate of
Louisiana State University.

Attorneys Chad Mudd and
David Bruchhaus have tem-
porarily relocated their office
due to damages sustained
from Hurricane Rita to 214 E.
Neztique St., Jennings. The
phone numbers are 337-824-
5063 or 888-490-9497. The
hours of operation are 8:30
a.m.-5 p.m., Mon.-Fri.

Country Store
back serving
customers

Cameron Parish business-
es are beginning to make a
slow comeback after
Hurricane Rita.

One such store is The
Country Store formerly locat-
ed in Creole.   Although their
building was destroyed by the
storm, Kim and Kristie
Richard plan to resume sell-
ing feed from a trailer located
on the old Lena’s Cafe park-
ing lot.

They will be open for busi-
ness on Wednesday, 1-5 p.m.;
Thursday and Friday, 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and Saturday, 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m.

They may be contacted at
794-3610 or 794-3522.

Office moves
The Cameron Parish Police

Jury Permit Dept. has relocat-
ed to the Grand Lake Water
Works office at 111 Dennis
Lane in Sweet Lake.

Residents may contact
Tammy Trahan or Julie
Burleigh with permitting
questions concerning eleva-
tion requirements and other
permit requirements.
Telephone 337-905-1911 or
337-249-9641.

For sewer questions con-
tact Ryan King, Dept. of
Health and Hospitals at 337-
475-3209 or 337-912-7431.

RV parks are
opening for
residents

Offices closed
All Cameron Parish offices

will close at noon Thursday,
Dec. 22 for the Christmas hol-
iday and re-open Tuesday,
Dec. 27. Offices will also be
closed Jan. 2 for New Year’s.

Holiday closing
Both branches of the

Cameron Parish Library sys-
tem will close at noon on
Thursday, Dec. 22 for the
Christmas holiday and re-
open Tuesday, Dec. 27.

The branches will also be
closed Jan. 2 for the New
Year’s holiday.

With the lifting of the
evacuation order for Johnson
Bayou, two RV parks in that
area have received FEMA
camper trailers for returning
residents.

Tim Trahan’s park on
Hwy. 82 received 12 campers
and Jessie Trahan’s park on
Smith Ridge Road received
10.  Each park has a few
handicapped accessible units.
Workers have constructed
ramps or steps and porches
for each trailer.

At Tuesday’s Police Jury
meeting, it was explained
that while the owner of a
FEMA leased RV or mobile
home park cannot specify
that only Hurricane Rita
evacuees be housed there, the
local FEMA housing office
intends to place only
Cameron Parish people in
Cameron Parish parks.

Police Juror Steve Trahan
has asked that the Jury be
given final approval on any
FEMA mobile home parks
sited in the parish, since sev-
eral Hackberry residents
have objected to having one
near their homes.

FEMA had been looking at
a site in Hackberry and has
approved two in Grand Lake
for mobile homes.

No full sized mobile homes
can be placed in flood zones
by FEMA, so only travel trail-
ers will go into lower
Cameron Parish. 

Sweet Lake site

Yule closing

The Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA)
has given notice that it
intends to develop an 8-acre
temporary housing site to
house Hurricane Rita victims.

The site is owned by
Tammie and Shane Conner in
the Sweet Lake community
located north of La. 384 and
east of Road 4104.

The site will be used to
hook up 80 travel trailers for
temporary use by residents
displaced from their homes.

Written comments were to
be received from Dec. 15 to
17.

The Cameron Council on
Aging and Community Action
Agency will celebrate
Christmas and New Year's
Holidays by closing on Dec.
23, 26 and 30. The agency will
also be closed on Jan. 2. Have
a nice Holiday Season!

AVA MARIE MUDD, 4-
year-old daughter of Chad
and Michelle Mudd of
Cameron, recently was
crowned Toddler Miss
Petite Louisiana USA.

ONE, TWO, THREE... Open! Johnson Bayou school children in a frenzy of unwrap-
ping gifts which came all the way from Livingston, New Jersey. 

(Photo by Cyndi Sellers.)

SANTA AND ELF posed with the children who received gifts from the EOC and Camp
Cameron personnel Saturday in Sweetlake. (Photo by Cyndi Sellers.)

THE CITY OF Lyme, Conn., donated a fire truck to
Cameron Parish. Shown above with the truck are Sheriff
Theos Duhon, Asst. Chief Lee Watkins of Lyme, Conn.,
and Fire Chief Toby Landry.

(Photo by Evelyn White.)

Paul Rainwater

Have a Merry Christmas from The Cameron Pilot!
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WITH BEST WISHES

We appreciate your

good will and wish

you a wonderful holiday

season filled with much

harmony and joy.

Clipper
Office
Supply

Betty, Kathy
& Gis

Dear Friends,

The birth of each child is a miracle of life. Each year we hear the ancient Christmas story of God’s
astonishing entrance into our broken world  through the birth of His Son.  We are moved by the capac-
ity of God to love us so completely.  God made the choice to give Himself away, by emptying Himself,
by becoming one of us.  God chose to visit His people - not in the words of the prophets but in human
flesh - “And the Word was made flesh.”

The Christmas story we hear each year is the same, but we are different.  The memories of this past
year are many.  Some have experienced the loss of loved ones, others the birth of a child, or perhaps
major decisions have changed us or altered our lives.  For those of us in Southwest Louisiana our
world is different after September 23, 2005.  Our hopes have been tested through the losses we have
had.  Our love has been called on in new ways.  We have been “recipients” of those who reached out
to us in our need and we have been “givers” by extending help to those who lost everything.  Material
possessions have been destroyed; some have become a wandering people moving from one location
to another.  The future is undecided, “plans” are on hold, life is lived in the moment.  The Christmas
story speaks to us again of new birth and new hopes that will unfold with the possibilities of our own
rebirth.  It tells us that things can be different; it gives substance to our hope that new life is possible
because of the birth of the Son of God.  Jesus became flesh to show us the Way, the Truth, and the
Life.

What prevents us from seeing hope in the Christmas message?  One word, Fear!  So often we allow the
fear of the unknown to consume us.  An alternative is to accept the message of Christmas hope - God
says to us:  “Do not be afraid, here is a sign for you... a light shining in the darkness.”  And what is the
great solution to our fear?  Jesus is called the Prince of Peace.  He brings peace because He brings
God’s love and when we know such love we have peace however great the unrest around us.  And that
is why this Christmas message never grows old - because each year we come to embrace more fully
the love of God by turning from fear and anxiety to the peace that surpasses understanding.  The ideal
Christian life should not be a life without cares and concerns but it can be a life without fear.  God’s
peace is offered to each of us today if only we attend to the message of Christmas.  The Prince of Peace
will overcome all that disfigures our world once we accept Him into our arms.

The gift of God - the birth of Jesus - this is Christmas - this is love.  May the spirit of Christmas bright-
en your lives with renewed gifts of peace, hope, and love as you share these gifts with your family and
friends.

In Christ’s Peace and Love,

Rev. Msgr. Harry D. Greig
Diocesan Administrator

DIOCESE OF LAKE CHARLES
P. O. Box 3223

Lake Charles, Louisiana 70602
(337) 439-7400

Funerals

REBECCA ANN
GARBER

Rebecca Ann Garber, 46,
died Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2005 in
an Arlington, Tex. hospital.

She was born in Lake
Charles. At six weeks of age,
she moved with her parents
to Venezuela, S.A., where she
lived for two years, then
moved to Columbia, S.A for
two years where she began
her education in an all
Spanish pre-kindergarten in
Bucaramanga. 

She attended kindergarten
in Tripoli, Libya, and 1st
grade in Benghazi, Libya and
Abadan, Iran. She returned to
the U.S. and attended
Immaculate Conception
School in Lake Charles from
2nd grade through 8th. She
attended St. Louis High
School until graduation in

Christmas Celebration
S•A•L•E

— Jeweler On Site Daily —
1705 Maplewood Dr.            Sulphur

625-9971

EVERY ITEM ON SALE!!!

Open
Until 7:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Happy Ads
ARE HERE

AGAIN!!

New
BabyGood

Luck

Bon
V
o
y
a
g
e

Price
Includes

Photo and
Art-Work. Bring

your request
along with photo

and payment to
Clipper Office Supply by

4 p.m. Monday or Mail to
P. O. Box 995, DeQuincy, La.

70633. Ads must be signed.

Place A Happy
Ad For As Little

As

$2050

• Birthday
• Anniversary
• Promotion
• League

Championship
• Graduation
• New Baby
• BonVoyage
• Good Luck
• Engagement
• Wedding
• New Home

Congratulations! You’ve found a terrific way to send
your best wishes to someone special for any occasion!

The Cameron Pilot
Call or come by now and make someone’s day!

786-8004 or Toll Free: 1-800-256-7323

1977.
She attended L.S.U. and

McNeese State University
where she served with the
student government and
Contraband news. She
attended Sowela Technical
Institute and after moving to
Dallas, Tex., attended Collin
County College and Southern
Methodist University. She
taught night courses at Collin
County College in Computer
Science. In Dallas,
she worked for Kimley Horn
Engineering, MCI telecom-
munications, Texas State
Utilities, and Verizon
telecommunications. When
not working or attending
school, she volunteered with
the Murphy Fire Department
where she served as a
Captain and later as an EMT
and then a paramedic. She
volunteered with the Irving,
Tex., Fire Department Rescue
Squad. She also served as
Councilwoman for the city of
Murphy. 

She is survived by her
mother and father, Patricia
Lcay Garber and Benjamin
Albert Garber, her sister and
brother-in-law, Jennifer and
Rolands Abermanis of
Seattle, Wash., brother and
sister-in-law Ben and Trisha
(Ortego) Garber Jr. of Lake
Charles. She was preceded in
death by her maternal grand-
parents, Leona and J. B. Clay,
and her paternal grandpar-
ents, Edith (Rutherford) and
A. M. Garber. She is descend-

(Capitol News)

Homeowners across the
state can expect to pay higher
insurance premiums as a
result of hurricanes Katrina
and Rita.

The Louisiana Citizens
Property Insurance Corp., a
state-created insurance com-
pany that covered about
124,000 homeowners who
could not get private insur-
ance, has received authority
from the State Bond
Commission to borrow up to
$1.4 billion to cover approxi-

mately 60,000 claims result-
ing from the storms. Deputy
Commissioner of Insurance
Chad Brown said the average
claim is $12,000.

Private insurance compa-
nies will be assessed a regular
fee to pay off the bonds that
the Citizens program will use
to pay the claims. The private
insurers, can, in turn, pass
the fees on to their policyhold-
ers by increasing homeown-
ers’ premiums as much as 20
percent a year. Insurance offi-
cials do not expect the
increases to reach the maxi-
mum allowed.

Insurance Commissioner
Robert Wooley told the Bond
Commission that the Citizens
program has stabilized the
insurance market in the state
by keeping private companies
from leaving while it provides
coverage for homeowners in
areas where the private com-
panies refuse to write poli-
cies. Policyholders pay higher
premiums to Citizens than
they would to private insur-
ance if they could get private
policies.

Wooley said the state com-
pany will play an even larger
role in the insurance picture
because some private insur-
ers may decide it is too expen-
sive to continue writing poli-
cies for homeowners in
coastal areas after the two
hurricanes. “This is the insur-
ance company that will be
writing in the rebuilding
phase,” Wooley predicted,
adding that the availability of
insurance coverage is the
most frequent issue he is
asked about as he travels in
hurricane-affected areas.

Insurance officials said the
company, which was created
in 2003, had not had enough
time to build up the necessary
reserve to cover the claims it
expects to total about $1.2 bil-
lion. Wooley said the state
had purchased reinsurance
policies before each of the

ed from an early Cameron
Parish pioneer family home-
steaded in Oak Grove by
Martin Yokum Rutherford.

Services were held
Saturday, Dec. 17, at
Immaculate Conception
Cathedral. Burial was at the
Highland Memorial Gardens
mausoleum. Monsignor Jace
Eskind officiated. 

CHANCE M.
ROBERTS

Funeral services for
Chance M. “Fatboy” Roberts,
23, were held Monday, Dec. 19
in Hixson-Sulphur Memorial
Funeral Home in Sulphur.
The Rev. Jimmy Sanner offici-
ated. Burial was in New
Hackberry Cemetery.

Roberts died Wednesday,
Dec. 14, 2005, in his Lake
Charles residence.

He was born in Lake
Charles and was employed by
the disaster relief.

Survivors include his wife,
Whitney Roberts of Cameron;
parents, Alton and Donna
Sullivan of Cameron; two
brothers, Martin Sullivan of
Cameron and Harley Sullivan
of Port Arthur, Tex.; and
grandmother, Helen Billiot
and the late Norris Billiot of
Hackberry.

hurricanes. Even coupling
that with its reserve and pre-
miums, officials expect to
have to sell between $800 and
$900 million in bonds to cover
claims.

The premium increases
related to paying off the
bonds are in addition to any
normal rate hikes that pri-
vate insurers might impose to
cover their losses from storm-
related claims.
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MARCUS FONTENOT, Blake and Kimberlynn Hebert
help D.A.R.E. Officer David Hebert unload gifts donated
by Toys for Tots and Amerada Hess for Hackberry stu-
dents. Each school received gifts.

(Photo by Cyndi Sellers.)

CHRISTMAS GREENERY decorates the interior of
Johnson Bayou Baptist Church, which is being repaired.

(Photo by Cyndi Sellers.)

Parish cattle industry
badly hurt by Rita

American
Christmas

firsts 
The first American

Christmas carol was written
in 1649 by a minister named
John de Brebeur and is called
“Jesus is Born”.

���

The American tradition of
poinsettia at Christmas was
started by Dr Joel Poinsett,
the first US ambassador to
Mexico, brought the plant
back in 1828. Mexicans had
long revered poinsettia
because it resembled the Star
of Bethlehem.

���

Ralph E. Morris invented
in 1895 the electric
Christmas lights. In addition
to literally making the season
brighter, electric lights made
it safer, as they were an alter-
native to candles and open
flames.

1867 was the first year
that Macy’s remained open
until midnight on Christmas
Eve. 1874 was the year of the
first window displays with a
Christmas theme at Macy’s.

���

In 1880 Woolworths first
sold manufactured Christmas
Tree ornaments.
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On behalf of everyone at Acadiana Ford we
would like to express our sincere appreciation
for your business. We offer superior sales and
service for our valued customers and are com-
mitted to serving our friends and customers in
Cameron for many more years to come. We’re
here when you need us.

NOW OFFERING. . .
THE KEEP IT SIMPLE PLAN &

$750 HURRICANE RELIEF INCENTIVES

418 E. First St.  •  Kaplan, LA  •   (337) 643-7124   

Tony Trahan
Sales Manager

Joey Bourque
Sales Representative

Alice Dugas
Sales Representative

1-800-738-2922

Happy
Holidays!

May the spirit of the season
make this a beautiful
holiday filled
with good
things for
you and
your
family.

From The Staff Of

Mudd & Bruchhaus, L.L.C.
Attorneys at Law

Our office is now temporarily located at
214 E. Neztique St., Jennings, LA 70546

337-824-5063                888-490-9497

MAY THE GIFTS OF PEACE, LOVE AND JOY BE YOURS TO

CHERISH THIS HOLIDAY SEASON. WE FEEL TRULY BLESSED

BY THE GIFT OF YOUR FRIENDSHIP. THANKS!

ATTENTION

Grand Lake
Residents

Now you can get
Digital Cable TV

• Sharp, clear digital signal
• Your favorite local channels with local news, weather, sports, 

community and government programming
• Up to 164 channels
• Pay-per-view movies and premium channels available

High-Speed Internet
• Instant on and instant access
• Doesn’t tie up your phone line
• Speeds up to 3 MB

Local Phone Service
• Keep your existing phone number
• Local calling area includes all of Cameron Parish, Lake Charles and Carlyss
• Reliable underground fiber-optic cable

all from Cameron Communications
direct to your home through

reliable fiber-optic lines.

1 800 737-3900 www.camtel.com

Call today to get FREE INSTALLATION!
LIMITED-TIME OFFER

Already connected? Ask about our customer referral program!

Alfred Duhon Road
Arsene LeBleu Road

(503 to 626 and
634 to 1345)

Barn Stable Road
Beau Clos
Belle Savane Road
Betty Lane (114 only)
Big Diamond Disposal

Road
Blanchard Road
Boudreaux Lane
Brents Road
Brian’s Circle
Briar Lane
Broussard Road
Clyde Oliver Lane

Clydes Lane
Country Lane
Cripple Creek Road
Demarest Road
Dennis Lane
Donna Road
E. Cal Cam Line Rd

(610 to 887)
Edna Road
Elaine Lane
Eric Lane
Fosson Lane
Four Pines Road
Fournerat Road
George Hebert Road
Granger Lane
Greathouse Road

Hale Road
Harold’s Lane
Hebert Trailer Park Rd
Helms Road

(681 to 1400)
John Duhon Road
John Hebert Road
Kathy Road
Kjerulff Road
Klump Lane
La. Hwy. 384 

(331 to 447 and
1756 to 1965) 

La. Hwy. 385 
(9143 to 10400)

LaBove Road
Lanier Road

Laura Lane
LeBoeuf Road
Lena Klump Road
Long Acre Drive
Lucy Lane
Mallard Road
Margaret Lane
McCain Road
Melba Lane
Miracle Lane
Muskrat Trail Road
Nash Lane
Newell Road
Nunez Lane
Otter Trail Road
Paul Road
Picou Lane

Quinn Lane
Red Bud Lane
Rustic View Drive
Shirley Drive
Simon LeBleu Road
Smith Lane
T John Road
Tall Sky Road
Tan’s Road
Teal Lane
Theriot Road
Twin Oaks Road
Vincent Road
W. Cal Cam Line Rd

(542 to 1622)
Willow Ridge Lane
Whisperwind Drive

Available on the following Grand Lake streets:

and many more
channels available!

By SARAH YOKUBAITIS
(Lake Charles 

American Press)

On Tuesday, Santa Claus
arrived early–with a little
help from some elves in New
Jersey–for the children of
Johnson Bayou Elementary
School.

After hearing of the
destruction caused to
Louisiana by recent hurri-
canes, the town of the
Livingston, N.J., began col-
lecting donations. A few
weeks later, they sent seven
school busses packed with
clothing, household items,
food, water, more than 100
computers and of course,
Christmas presents.

“Anything we asked for,
they helped us with,” said
Gaylen Whittle. Whittle, a
native of Cameron, who
helped organize the event
along with her sister, Mary
O’Rourke, who resides in
Livingston.

Whittle, dressed as Santa
Claus, helped to pass out the
presents to the children on
Tuesday.

These presents did not
magically appear down the
chimney overnight. It took
three trips to get all seven
busses from New Jersey to
Southwest Louisiana.

Tony Porche was one of the
drivers who made the 1,500-
mile trip from Livingston.
When he left, he intended to

911 backup
numbers told

The Cameron Courthouse
has electrical power, however,
the backup generators are
still being worked on. The
Sheriff ’s Department has
acquired two cellular phones
for the Dispatch Office that
residents can call in the event
of an emergency if the power
to the 911 system goes down.
Those numbers are: 337-912-
7922 and 337-912-7432.

Residents are asked only
to use the numbers in the
event that they cannot get
through to the 911 system.

Grav. Dist. to
hold meeting

Cameron Parish Gravity
Drainage District No. 7 will
hold a public meeting
Thursday, Dec. 22 at 6:30
p.m. at the Cameron Parish
Gravity Drainage District No.
7 Office, 205 Middle Ridge
Road, Cameron, La. to amend
Budget 2005, propose new
budget 2006, and discuss
storm clean up and drainage.

Social set
The Lafayette Jr. Leaders

Club has invited all Senior 4-
H Club members to a
Christmas social.  The social
will be conducted at the
Calcasieu 4-H Office near the
Burton Coliseum on
Thursday, Dec. 22 at 6 pm. 

There will be food and
games for all that attend.
This is a great way to kick off
your holiday season.

bring the donations to New
Orleans to help his extended
family that had lost their
home to Hurricane Katrina.

But by the time his long
trip was over, it was his
hometown of Cameron, not
New Orleans, that needed
help.

“I was going out there to
help others,” he said. “I was-
n’t even thinking about
myself.”

Porche returned home
soon after Rita left and began
distributing the supplies to
his neighbors.

Marilyn DeLaunay, who
received some of the supplies
after she lost her home in
Cameron, said that she was
grateful to the people of
Livingston.

“I lost everything,” she
said. “Just to have a sofa to
sit on, a book to read and a
blanket to cover up means
more than my house. They
provided us with the things
that we need as a family to
survive.”

Brenda Sanders, vice prin-
cipal of Johnson Bayou
Elementary, said that receiv-
ing the Christmas presents
means the world to her stu-
dents.

“All the kids here lost
every toy they have. Their
homes were either washed
away or destroyed,” she said.
“This is something to put a
smile on their faces.”

Johnson Bayou children
get toys from N. Jersey

TONY PORCHE and friends drove a special needs bus
from Livingston, N. J., to Hackberry High School. The
bus held computers being donated to Cameron Parish
schools. (Photo by Cyndi Sellers.) TWENTY-TWO FEMA travel trailers have been delivered to two RV parks in Johnson

Bayou. These ten are located at Jesse and Vickie Trahan’s RV park on Smith Ridge
Road. (Photo by Cyndi Sellers.)

The most I can do for my friend is simply to be his friend. I have
no wealth to bestow on him. If he knows that I am happy in loving
him, he will want no other reward. Is not friendship divine in this? 

-Henry David Thoreau
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As we wrap up
another holiday

edition, we’d like
to deliver an extra
measure of thanks
and best wishes

to all of you.

Here’s hoping all
your news is good
news this season

The
Cameron

Pilot

Jerry & Joy,  Jeffra,
Doug, Shirley, Annette,
Julie, Crystal, Dawn,

Dustin & Shaun

Check The Pilot Out Online at
www.dequincynews.com

We also have archived issues.

CHRISTMAS
BLESSINGS

To Our Friends & Neighbors
Wishing you an old-fashioned Christmas in the 
company of loved ones, good fortune and peace.

Thanks for your support and friendship.

from. . .
MICKEY,
MILLIE

and JUDY
MICKEY FRITH        REPRESENTATIVE DIST. 47

— HOLIDAY CLOSING NOTICE —
The Library and its branches will close at Noon

on Thursday, Dec. 22 and re-open on Tuesday,
Dec. 27. We will also be closed Monday, Jan. 2.  

Cameron Parish
Library Board

& Staff
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR
STATE FARM IS THERE.®

ENOS DERBONNE, Agent

4999 Common Street
Lake Charles, LA

477-7130

Sending Peace, Love and

Joy Your Way. . .

Wherever you spend the

holiday, we hope it’s a happy one!

May your holidays be filled

with all the good things in life.

Merry Christmas &

Happy New Year!

We thank all of the people who
have helped us through the year.
Let us continue to work together.
May God bless each and every-
one of us. Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year! Let us all keep

Christ in Christmas.

Thank You!
Cameron Parish Branch NAACP,
Chapter President, LOUISE COLE

Basketball

MEMBERS OF the Grand Lake/Sweetlake volunteer fire department are shown above
with Asst. Chief Lee Watkins of Lyme, Conn. (Photo by Evelyn White.)

BOYS
Grand Lake 79,

Johnson Bayou 63. The
Hornets had four players
score in double digits as
Grand Lake won the
Cameron Parish tournament.
Brett Griffith led all players
with 35 points. Deon
Bergeron chipped in 14 points
and Justin added 13 points.
Brett Crochet scored 10
points. Blaine Trahan led the
Rebels with 26 points. DJ
Conner added 21 points. The
Rebels led 30-24 at halftime.

Hackberry 51, South
Cameron 25. Jay Sanner
and Nick Moore scored 10
points each as the Mustangs
finished in third in the

Cameron Parish tourney.
Namon Lute scored 11 for the
Tarpons.

Grand Lake 63,
Hackberry 44. Deon
Bergeron paced the (12-7)
Hornets with 26 points. Brett
Crochet added 18 points and
Justin Howerton scored 12.
Steven Miller was the leading
scorer for the Mustangs with
11 points.

Johnson Bayou 66,
Northside Christian 42.
Blaine Trahan scored 22
points for the 4-11 Rebels.
Aaron Jinks added 16 and
Dustin Badon chipped in 15
points. Keith Badon scored 10
points. 

Two Northwestern State
University teacher candi-
dates were selected to receive
the Dr. Thomas G. Clausen
and Louisiana Association of
Classroom Teachers
Scholarship. Susanne Jones
and Joby Len Richard are
among 11 students in the
University of Louisiana
System to receive the awards.

Jones and Richard were
honored during a reception
Dec. 9 during a meeting of the
Board of Supervisors for the
University of Louisiana
System in Baton Rouge.

The Clausen scholarship is
available to teacher education
candidates enrolled in a UL
system school. Candidates
must be a current University
of Louisiana System under-
graduate student, admitted to
a teacher education program
and have a cumulative grade
point average of 3.0 or higher.

Richard, a junior sec-
ondary mathematics educa-
tion major from Creole, said
she was inspired to become a
teacher by the example set by
some of her former teachers.

“I accredit a large part of
my personal and professional
growth to the guidance and
support of my former teach-
ers,” Richard said. “I hope

that as a teacher I will play a
primary role in the lives of my
students demonstrating that
success is attainable through
education. The true test of an
educator is instilling the
motivation in students to see
what a vast learning experi-
ence life itself can be.”

Jones is a senior elemen-
tary education major who
lived in Hamburg, Germany,
before moving to
Natchitoches four years ago.

South Cameron High
School Wrestling Team partic-
ipated in the Lafayette
Mighty Lion Tourney last
Saturday. Each weight class
contained a full sixteen man
bracket. Over 200 young men
from nineteen different
schools competed in the day
long tourney.

South Cameron wrestled
30 bouts, winning 19, record-
ing 9 pins and placed 8th as a
team. Ched LaBove recorded
3 pins and placed 3rd at 215
lbs. Senior Bart Vidrine had 3
victories and placed 2nd in
the 171 lbs. class.

Next action will be Friday,
Dec. 23 at the Sulphur Duals.

Gary B. Hightower, vice
president of Cameron Com-
munications was recently
appointed trustee to the
Group Health Program
Committee for the National
T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Cooperative Association
(NTCA). 

The Group Health Pro-
gram (GHP) Trustee Commi-
ttee is responsible for NTCA’s
Group Health Program.

Hightower joined Cam-
eron Communications on Oct.
1, 1987 and has served as a
Vice President since 1999
when he was promoted to Vice
President of Internal
Operations.

GIRLS
Hackberry 37, South

Cameron    31. Carly
Fountain and Amanda Miller
scored 10 points each for the
Lady Mustangs. Rachel
Fountain chipped in 15 points
for the Lady Tarpons. D’Nae
Desonnier added 12 points. 

Grand Lake 54,
Johnson Bayou 32. Meagan
Miller scored 22 points for the
Lady Hornets in their third
place finish in the Cameron
Parish tourney. Charmayne
Barrentine added 16 points.

Hackberry 37, Grand
Lake 35. Mandy Michalko
scored 11 points for the Lady
Mustangs and Meagan Miller
scored 11 for the Lady
Hornets.

Northside Christian 41,
Johnson Bayou 28.
Charmayne Barrentine
scored 18 points for the Lady
Rebels.

Richard is recipient of
Clausen scholarship

S. Cameron
wrestlers in
tournament

Hightower
appointed

SANTA ARRIVED at the Sweetlake Methodist Church on a firetruck Saturday to dis-
tribute gifts donated by EOC and Camp Cameron personnel.

(Photo by Cyndi Sellers.)
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and a Happy New Year, too!
Thanking all our friends and patrons for 
a wonderful year and wishing them the 

best this holiday season has to offer.

May all your dreams 
come true.

Enjoy the Sounds of the Season...
Listen to “Holiday Music Fest”

on LA99 Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day

18 Hours of Continuous Music
sponsored by Cameron State Bank

312-7380

Have A Bright
& Beautiful

Christmas Season
Hope your holidays shine

with good cheer & 
warm feelings.

We are pleased and honored
to serve DeQuincy and
the surrounding area.

Randy, Susan, Braun & Baylee

Bourque-Smith-Woodard
1818 E. Broad St., Lake Charles

Office: 439-4431

Have A Merry Christmas 
And A Happy New Year!

REINA VETERINARY CLINIC
Dr. Johnny Reina And Staff

6600 Lake St.                                 Lake Charles477-1325

From our family to yours,
we’re truly grateful for your loyal support 
and wish you all a joyous holiday season.

May the
Lord’s bounty
be opened to

you and yours
in this and

every holiday
season.

LAKE ARTHUR
BUTANE CO.

• Tanks    • Space Heaters
• Gas Heaters    • Gas Logs

1227 Ryan St. - Lake Charles

1-800-256-1287
OR 439-4051

MIKE VOORHIES brought a school bus full of toys to Johnson Bayou schoolchildren
Tuesday in Hackberry. The bus and presents were gifts from Livingston, N. J.

(Photo by Cyndi Sellers.)

THE TRAVIS COUNTY Sheriff’s Law Enforcement Association sent a trailer load of
donations to help the Johnson Bayou and Hackberry deputies recover from Hurricane
Rita. The Austin, Tex., area deputies who assisted immediately after the storm made
“life-long friends” in Cameron Parish. (Photo by Cyndi Sellers.)
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For unto you is born this day in the City of

David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.

Luke 2:11

It’s with great joy that we thank all of our
friends and wish everyone a Holiday

filled with His love.
We especially wish for you a safe and 

careful holiday season.

MERRY CHRISTMAS & A HAPPY
AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!

GLENN W. ALEXANDER,
JENNIFER JONES &

PATRICK K. HEBERT
Attorneys At Law
HAVE RESUMED THEIR

LAW PRACTICE AT:
1409 Ryan St., Lake Charles, LA

(337) 775-5714  • (337) 439-4646
(337) 494-5563

Light Up
Your
Holidays. . .
With a Merry
Christmas wish 
from all of us.

Thanks, friends, 
for your very
valued business.

Shetler Lincoln
Mercury
478-1720 Or

1-800-460-5461
3201 Hwy. 14, Lake Charles

Thomas “T. J.” Kramer
Sales Representative

Shetler Lincoln-Mercury

478-1720 • Cell: 540-7192 • 800-460-5461

3201 Hwy. 14           Lake Charles

Stop By &
See T. J.
Today!!

GGiivvee TThhee CChhrriissttmmaass GGiifftt  TThhaatt KKeeeeppss
GGiivviinngg AAllll YYeeaarr LLoonngg.. .. ..

A Gift Subscription To. . .

THE CAMERON PILOT
Order your Gift Subscriptions today by mailing

the Coupon below along with your check or
money order to: THE CAMERON PILOT, P. O.
Box 995, DeQuincy, La. 70633 or go by Clipper
Office Supply in Cameron.

T0:
NAME__________________________________________

ADDRESS__________________________APT. #_______

CITY/STATE/ZIP__________________________________
FROM:
NAME_______________________________________________

ADDRESS____________________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP_______________________________________

@@@@@@@@e?
@@@@@@@@e?
@@h?
@@h?
@@h?
@@h?
@@h?
@@h?

@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?
@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?

@@@@@@@@
@@@@@@@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

?@@
?@@
?@@
?@@
?@@
?@@

?@@@@@@@@
?@@@@@@@@

?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@
?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@

@@g
@@g
@@g
@@g
@@g
@@g
@@@@@@@@
@@@@@@@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

— SUBSCRIPTION RATES —
❒ $16.30 Calcasieu & Cameron Parishes
❒ $17.64 Elsewhere in Louisiana & Texas
❒ $26.00 Elsewhere in the United States
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HHoolliiddaayyss 1-800-256-7323

Wilson “Boogie”
LeJeune,

LUTCF, Agency
Mgr.

Tim Dupont,
LUTCF, Special

Agent

Vickie Theriot,
Special Agent

Louisiana Farm Bureau Casualty Insurance Co.
Louisiana Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Co.

Southern Farm Bureau Casualty Insurance Co.
Southern Farm Bureau Life Insurance Co.

®

Temporary Office:

Boone’s Corner
605 Hwy. 384, Grand Lake

Hours of Operation: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Phone: 905-4807

A Special Season
May The Joy And Spirit Of
Christmas Light Your Way

Throughout The Year.

We Wish You A 
Merry Christmas And
A Happy New Year!

Despite five weeks of closure
and almost $30 million in
damages to its campus from
Hurricane Rita, McNeese
State University kept the fall
semester alive, and its fall
commencement ceremony is
set for 7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 23,
at Burton Coliseum for
approximately 752 candi-
dates.

Dr. Jeanne Daboval,
provost and vice president for
academic affairs at McNeese,
will serve as master of cere-
monies and confer degrees on
candidates. 

The McNeese Symphonic
Band, directed by Zane
Douglass, will perform the

processional, national anthem
and recessional.

Following a welcoming
address by McNeese President
Dr. Robert D. Hebert, candi-
dates will be introduced and
degrees conferred by the
deans of the six colleges, the
Division of General and Basic
Studies and the Doré School of
Graduate Studies.

Bob Hale, a member of the
Board of Supervisors for the
University of Louisiana
System, will introduce honor
graduates, and Roxanne
Guillory Boxie, president of
the McNeese Alumni
Association, will address the
candidates on behalf of the

association.
Dr. Guilherme Rogano,

McNeese assistant professor
of music, will lead the gradu-
ates and audience in the alma
mater.

Those attending this year’s
commencement are advised to
enter the coliseum on the west
side for faster entry. However,
all entrances will be open.

Fall graduation to be held
at McNeese on Friday

CHIEF LEE Watkins of Lyme, Conn., presented a
check to Cameron Parish Police Jurors Charles Precht,
Ill., and Darryl Farque. 

(Photo by Cyndi Sellers.)

Letters To The Editor

Dear Editor:
My name is Chief Gautier

of the Smith Mountain Lake
Marine Fire/Rescue.  We were
stationed at camp Cameron
from Nov. 1 thru Nov. 23 dur-
ing the tent fire.  Actually we
put the fire out, the tent was
saved except for a side panel
that had to be replaced and no
one was moved from the tent
they all remained in the tent
that night.  One of the people
staying in the tent made a
remark to me that he had
clothes laying on his cot and
we put the fire out and did not
even get his clothes wet. 

A couple of nights later we
worked a structure fire in
Johnson Bayou when return-
ing we had to drive 111 miles
around since the Ferry does
not operate after 6 p.m.  

I just want to say we have
never met a nicer community
of people than what we met
and worked with in Cameron

Dear Editor: 
The Cameron Council on

Aging and Community Action
Agency are continuously help-
ing folks who have problems
since Hurricane Rita. Call us
at 337-598-5158 or 337-905-
6000 if you are having prob-
lems that we might be of ser-
vice. 

Our office hours are 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. and we are located
next to the Grand Lake distri-
bution center on Hwy 384 in
Grand Lake. Make an
appointment with us and we
will work diligently to help
you!

/s/ Dinah Landry,
Director

Dear Editor:
I write to inform Cameron

Parish residents about new
developments regarding their
homeowner’s insurance
claims.

The Louisiana
Commissioner of Insurance,
Robert Wooley, has hired a
mediation service to conduct
negotiations between home-
owners and their insurers
over disputed claims. Last
year, the Florida insurance
commissioner retained this
same firm to mediate storm
claims, and avery high per-
centage (83%) were settled
without litigation.

This mediation would not
be a binding arbitration proce-
dure–in other words, the
homeowner would not have to
accept what was offered and
would be free to pursue other
means of obtaining relief
should an acceptable settle-
ment not be reached. The cost
of the mediation would be paid
entirely by the insurance com-
panies.

Commissioner Wooley
plans to begin mediations in
January, and he will be mak-
ing public announcements
regarding the time and places
where this will occur. I have
requested the Commissioner
to provide mediation services
at a location to be used only
for Cameron Parish claims, so
that we would not have to go
to New Orleans or some other
place to participate.

The Commissioner realizes
that our situation is unique
and agrees that we should
have our own mediation loca-
tion in Cameron Parish. This
will be announced sometime
in January.

We have been filing on-line
complaints with the
Commissioner for people who
are dissatisfied with the han-
dling of their claim. For the
most part, with some excep-
tions, homeowners who had
flood insurance have been
paid by now. If you had flood
insurance and still have not
received a check, you should
make a complaint with the
Commissioner.

There are time delays
established by law for resolu-
tion of these claims, and these
delays have long since
expired. However, very few
people have had successful
resolution of their claims
under their homeowner’s
insurance policies. You may
file a complaint on line by log-
ging onto the Louisiana
Department of Insurance web-
site.

Additionally, the
Commissioner has a represen-
tative present at the Grand
Lake Community Center on
Wednesdays within eleven
and two. If neither method is
feasible for you, you may call
our office and we will file the
complaint for you.

I appeared before the
Senate Committee on
Insurance this week, and the
members of the committee are
very sympathetic to our diffi-
culties with the insurance
companies. At the request of
the committee, representa-
tives from Allstate, State
Farm, Farm Bureau and
Louisiana Citizens were also
present.

Our senator, Jerry

Theunissen, although not a
member of the committee, also
attended and was allowed by
the committee to vigorously
question the representatives
of the insurance companies as
to why Cameron Parish citi-
zens have not been paid for
their insurance claims.

After a lengthy meeting,
the committee sent a resolu-
tion to the Insurance
Commissioner requesting him
to discourage the homeown-
er’s insurers from automati-
cally denying claims (1) from a
“water mark” downward and
(2) in cases where the entire
house is gone and there is no
evidence as to whether wind
or water actually destroyed
the home. Finally, the commit-
tee plans to have meetings in
Cameron Parish and
Vermilion Parish to enable the
citizens to bring their needs to
the attention of the commit-
tee. Hopefully, this will occur
the first part of January.

Two recent developments
have occurred in the last cou-
ple weeks. We are seeing some
checks with “in full settle-
ment” written in very small
type on the check. The
Commissioner has told all the
insurers that they must pay
the undisputed amount of the
claims without obtaining a
release. Until you sign a
release, your claim is not over.
You should cross out the set-
tlement language on the check
before cashing it.

On the back of the check,
write “partial payment only”
above your signature. You may
deposit your check and still
seek more money for your
claim. However, the lead coun-
sel for the Commissioner of
Insurance asked me to send
him copies of these checks,
since they are in violation of
the Commissioner’s instruc-
tions to the insurers. If you
can drop a photocopy of your
check by this office, we will
send it in for you.

Finally, several families
have been told that their
homeowner’s insurance will
not renew their policies if they
return to lower Cameron
Parish. This is illegal and
should be reported to the
Insurance Commissioner. If
you have your policy for at
least three years and have not
had more than two claims dur-
ing this period, and you have
paid your premiums, the
insurance company cannot
cancel or refuse to renew your
policy.

Again, I would ask you to
thank Senator Theunissen,
Senator James David Cain,
and all the members of the
insurance committee when
you have the chance. They are
working hard for you. When
the Legislature goes back in
session, we hope to obtain
some significant reforms.
Don’t give up. I believe that
mediation will be very helpful.
Please let us know if you have
other questions.

/s/ Jennifer Jones

and Cameron Parish. It was
an honor to be able to serve.

We hope to get to return to
Cameron if they put any mis-
sions out after the holidays.
Again I just want to say what
great people we me while in
Cameron from Fire Chief
Johnson to Oscar Capt. of
EMS in Cameron.  Everyone
we worked with was a please
to meet.

Fire Chief Gautier
Smith Mountain Lake

Marine Fire/Rescue, Va.

Twenty percent of
American adults say they have
never had a cholesterol test.
Even worse, only 29 percent of
all adults surveyed knew that
this test screens for risk of
heart disease, found a 2003
Gallup survey by the College
of American Pathologists
(CAP). As a public service, the
College of American
Pathologists provides a free
Internet-based service, which
reminds people to schedule
important screening tests such
as cholesterol tests, cancer
screening tests and mammo-
grams. This e-mail reminder
can be set up in seconds by vis-
iting:
MyHealth TestReminder.com. 

Reminder to
schedule health 
screening tests
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from your friends, neighbors and family at

www.camtel.com
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Cameron Parish survived a mighty blow from

Hurricane Rita. As you recover, Cameron LNG wants to

express our thanks to you for welcoming us and

making us part of your community. As your new

neighbor, we are committed to bringing our energy to

help you rebuild. From all of us at

Cameron LNG to all of you in

Cameron Parish, may your

holidays be filled with

peace, good cheer and

hope for the future. 

Cameron LNG is not the same as the utility, SDG&E or SoCalGas, and the California Public Utilities Commission does not regulate the terms of Cameron LNG’s products and services. The Cameron LNG project is
situated along the Calcasieu River in Hackberry, La. This Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) terminal is anticipated to begin commercial operation in late 2008 and will have the capacity to process up to 1.5 billion cubic
feet (Bcf) per day of natural gas.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS.
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Office phone: 775-5718 — Fax: 775-5567
e-mail:  cppjury@camtel.net

110 Smith Circle  •  Cameron

Earnestine T. Horn, Parish Administrator

Bonnie W. Conner, Secretary/Treasurer

Wishing you a beautiful holiday
and a year filled with
peace and harmony

Cameron Parish
Police Jury

Merry Christmas

Darryl Farque

District 7

Charles Precht, III

District 3

PresidentSteve Trahan

District 2

Vice-President

Scott Trahan

District 5

James Doxey

District 6

Magnus “Sonny”

McGee

District I

Douaine Conner

District 4

There are many ways to say Merry Christmas,
but there’s just one word that says it all, “thanks”.

Savoie Lumber Co.
Creole

May all your holiday wishes and
dreams come true and may you
and your family experience the
warmth and joy of the season.

I hope all of you will have a won-
derful Christmas with your fami-
lies. If you go to holiday parties,
please be careful afterwards while
driving home.

My deputies and I are dedicated
to serving you the people of
Cameron Parish and feel free to
call on us if we can be of help to
you in any way. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS &
HAPPY NEW YEAR

Theos Duhon

Sheriff, Cameron Parish

By NELL COLLIGAN

Gary and Becky Benoit,
owners of the Outriggers
Restaurant in Cameron have
opened a restaurant, also
called Outriggers, at the
truck stop on the corner of
Shattuck and 1825B I-10 in
Lake Charles. 

Its menu includes all the
same good home cooked
meals and seafood that the
Benoits provided in Cameron.
They would be happy to see
some old customers from the
parish. 

Mary Arceneaux called
inquiring about her cousin,
Lana Willis. Lana, if you get
this message, please let us
know how you’re doing and if
you can be reached by phone
or e-mail. Mary now lives in
Branch. 

She can be reached at 337-
684-0018 or at ddeculus@cen-
turytel.net this is a request
unrelated to Mary: if anyone
has a mailing address for
Betty Savoy or Diane Price,
please send it. 

I touched base with Hazel
Dronet this week. She and
Pamme are living at 5532
Central Street in Lake
Charles. Their mailing
address is: 4845 Lake St.
#116; Lake Charles, La.
70605. (This is a postal ser-
vice address.) Phone 337-475-
9818. When I called, Hazel
was busy painting the interi-
or of her new home. 

Hazel provided some news
of old friends from Cameron.
Several LaLande families are
living with Jena Kay
LaLande in Crest View subdi-
vision in Lake Charles.
Included are Peggy LaLande
and Parry Dean, Parry Sr.
and Natalie, as well as Alfred
and Claire and their children. 

Mrs. Helena Skipper
called from Fernandina,
Florida yesterday. Many
Cameron residents will
remember Mrs. Skipper as
one of the first people who
came to Cameron when the
menhaden industry was in its
infancy. 

As a teenager, Helena’s
husband, Bill, worked on
shrimp boats in the Florida
area, and later, on menhaden
boats there. In 1942, the
Skippers migrated to
Cameron where he continued
work as a shrimper. 

While fishing, Bill noticed
the abundance of pogy fish in
the gulf waters off of
Cameron, and contacted his
friends in North Carolina who
were in the menhaden busi-
ness. 

His friends came to
Louisiana to investigate his
claim, resulting in what very
well may have been the early
beginning of the menhaden
industry in southwest
Louisiana. 

Mr. Skipper passed away
some years ago, but Mrs.
Skipper remained in touch
with many Cameron resi-
dents through the years.
Among these were the Steeds,
the Colligans, the Fletcher
Millers, and the Buster
Rogers’, and the Blakes,
among others. 

She said she talked with
Roberta Rogers since the
storm, and told me that
Roberta is in Dry Creek with
Braxton and Norma Jean
Blake. The Rogers’ and the
Blakes’ homes were destroyed
in Cameron. She asked about
the Dysons and said that her
son went to school with Gay
and Larry. 

Mrs. Skipper is now 94
years old and troubled with
arthritis, but still lives in her
own little home with the help
of friends who bring her
where she needs to go. She is
an avid reader of the
Cameron Pilot and looks for-

ward to the news. 
She communicated regu-

larly with Old Mamma
(Gertrude Colligan) as well as
the others listed. In return,
the Colligan family always
saw to it that her Cameron
Pilot subscription continued
so she could keep track of the
little town. 

For those who lost their
address books, her address is:
111 S. 15th Street;
Fernandina, Florida 32034.
Phone: 904-261-5286. 

Susan Woodgett Saikin
sent a long e-mail with news
of her family and the others
who lived in the neighborhood
when we lived on Henry
Street at the intersection of
Kerney. 

The households on Kerney
were those of Limey and Elsie
Woodgett, Lucy Peterson and
her son, Edward, and Robert
and Barbara Doxey, with Mrs.
Emma and Sam LeBoeuf
right on the corner of Kerney

and Henry. It was “Barbie
Doll City” on Mrs. Emma’s
back porch when all of those
little girls were around. 

Susan said she went to the
old neighborhood three weeks
after the storm, and that
nothing could prepare her for
the devastation she saw. The
house she grew up in is still
standing but will have to be
demolished. The only area of
the house that wasn’t dam-
aged was the attic, giving
Susan and her sister Mary
access to many of the memo-
ries of their childhood. 

She said it was hard to
leave that attic filled with
memorabilia, but almost
impossible to bring things out
through the mud below. Her
brother, Richard, was living
in the house before the storm,
but is planning to get a trail-
er as the house cannot be
saved. 

Susan went on to say that
Mary’s house in Grand Lake
had very little damage, so
their cousin Edward Peterson
and his wife Ethyl are staying
there with her. Edward is
working hard with the parish
crew to repair the parish
water system. 

Her sister Elizabeth and
D.L.’s Brasseaux’s house in
Grand Chenier was demol-
ished. Both of their sons had
major damage to their homes
in Grand Lake. Elizabeth and
D.L. were fortunate because
they were building a home to
retire in on their land in
DeRidder, so they are living
there now. 

Susan also passed along
news of Darilyn Doxey Canik
whose home in Grand
Chenier was flattened by the
storm. She and Richard are
living in a trailer in Lake
Charles. 

Susan visited her there on
her 50th birthday, but it was
hard to celebrate under the
circumstances. 

Darilyn is teaching school
with Susan’s sister,
Elizabeth, in Grand Lake.
Debbie Jo and James Doxey
as well as Tom and Kathy
Doxey Roland are also living
in Lake Charles now as their
homes in Cameron were
badly damaged. 

Kathy was teaching at
Cameron Elementary, so I am
assuming she also is at Grand
Lake School. She didn’t men-
tion whether Kathy and Tom,
and James and Debbie Jo are
going back to Cameron to
rebuild. Susan closed by say-

ing her heart and prayers go
out to all of the people of
Cameron. 

To everyone in the parish,
wherever you are, we send
our best wishes for the
Christmas season. For the
New Year, we wish you the
blessings needed for each day
ahead, namely faith, hope,
courage, strength of mind and
body and the wisdom for the
decisions, large and small,
that you are facing. I know
this it probably the hardest
winter of your lives. Just
know that all of us out here
have you in our prayers. 

Please mail me at: 302
Trailwood Lane; Lafayette,
La. 70508. My phone is 337-
988-5395 and my e-mail
address is: nnadc67@aol.com.

When sending your news,
please give us an address if
you can possibly receive mail.
Wouldn’t a letter in your box
be nice?

Messiah to
be aired on
Dec. 25th

The 66th performance of
Handel's Messiah by the Lake
Charles Messiah Chorus pre-
sented Dec. 4 at the First
Methodist Church in Lake
Charles will be broadcast at
10 a.m. Dec. 25 on KRVS
Radio, the public radio sta-
tion for Lafayette and Lake
Charles, at 88.7 FM.

Listeners can tune into
KRVS for the upcoming pro-
gram schedule or check its
Web site: http://krvs.louisi
ana.edu.

Where are they now? 
Parish folks report in

SANTA AND an elf handed out gifts to Cameron children at the Sweetlake Methodist
Church Saturday. (Photo by Cyndi Sellers.)

JOHNSON BAYOU students received gifts from the people of Livingston, N. J.,
Tuesday afternoon. The town has adopted Cameron Parish. (Photo by Cyndi Sellers.)

People of mediocre abili-
ty sometimes achieve
outstanding success

because they don’t know
when to quit. Most men
succeed because they are

determined to. 
-George E. Allen



Page 10, The Cameron Parish Pilot, Cameron, La., December 22, 2005

Celebrate the Christmas Spirit
May you always be blessed with 

His light and love.

Penelope Richard, L.L.C.
Attorney At Law

NEW OFFICE LOCATION: 1587 Hwy. 384
Grand Lake (Next to Shear Simplicity)

MAILING ADDRESS:
P. O. Drawer 579

Cameron, LA 70631

— HOURS —
Mon. - Fri. - 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

or By AppointmentPenelope Richard 

NEW PHONE: 337-905-8135
FAX: 337-905-8137

With the holidays upon us once again,
there’s so much for which to be thank-
ful. We count our many blessings, but
we’d be remiss if we didn’t say how

much we celebrate our 
friendship with you and we truly
value your ever-loyal patronage.

Here’s to hoping 
that we continue to share more

wonderful moments ahead.

Give Our Professionals A Call Today at:

312-7041

Dianne Wolfe Nikki FontenotPepe’ Vasquez

During this holy season, may you follow your
heart to a place of peace, contentment and joy.

WWiisshhiinngg EEvveerryyoonnee AA MMeerrrryy CChhrriissttmmaass
&& AA HHaappppyy NNeeww YYeeaarr

Paul & Cyndi Sellers

Every creature
of God is

good...

– The First
Epistle of Paul
the Apostle to
Timothy 4:4

We wish everyone in creation
a truly wonderful Christmastime!

We love taking care of your animals!

SOUTHWEST LOUISIANA
VETERINARY CLINIC, AVMC

DR. MIKE MEAUX
Is now caring for large and small ani-
mals at the Sulphur and DeQuincy
clinics.

For Appointment Or Emergency Call:

128 W. Napoleon, Sulphur -- 337-527-7143
204 Velmer St., DeQuincy -- 337-786-5520

‘We want things back like
they were,’ say residents

“We want everything back
just the way it was,” was the
consensus of opinion at the
Town Hall Meeting on long
term recovery held Dec. 14 in
Grand Lake.

The LSU AgCenter con-
ducted the meeting to get
input from Cameron Parish
residents on the long term
needs of the parish.

Residents from several
communities were present,
and were mostly focused on
immediate needs for return-
ing to their homes in lower
Cameron Parish, and getting
“back to normal.”

Asked “What would you
like your community to look
like in 5 to 10 years,” most
said “Like it did before the
storm, with recreation, fami-
ly, industry, and libraries.” 

However, some improve-
ments such as better roads,
better fire protection for lower
insurance rates, and strong
leadership. High quality edu-
cation to bring economic
advantages to the parish was
also a focus.

The suggestions given will
be taken up by the long-term
planning committee and a
second round of town hall
meetings will be held in mid-
January. 

Parish long-term recovery
director Ernie Broussard said
he hopes to have a draft plan
for the future ready by the
end of January. With an
approved plan in hand, he
will then be able to apply for
various forms of funding for
the parish.

Report
given on
school
damages
in parish

ASST. CHIEF LEE Watkins of Lyme, Conn., presented
T-shirts to members of the Grand Lake/Sweetlake volun-
teer fire department. (Photo by Cyndi Sellers.)

Members of the Cameron
Parish School Board and their
employees are “rebuilding our
school system, rebuilding our
future, rebuilding Cameron
Parish,  for Southwest
Louisiana, our State, our
Nation, and our World!”  

Members of the Cameron
Parish School Board continue
to provide leadership even
though Hurricane Rita treat-
ed the seven members of the
Board just like it did all other
Cameron Parish residents ---
the homes of five board mem-
bers were destroyed or ren-
dered uninhabitable, the
home of another was signifi-
cantly damaged, and the
home of the remaining mem-
ber needed some repairs.
However, the loss of their
homes to Hurricane Rita has
not altered the spirit to serve
students, employees, citizens,
and the larger community.   

The serving and “can do”
spirit of the Cameron Parish
School Board and their
employees is best demonstrat-
ed by actions noted in the
ensuing list.

The Assessment - At first
light on Tuesday, Sept. 27, fol-
lowing Hurricane Rita’s land-
fall, schools and facilities
were being inspected and
assessed for damage.

The Destruction -
Hurricane Rita damaged
Cameron Parish Schools as
follows:  

• Sixty-two percent (62%)
of all school facilities were
completely destroyed; 

• Thirteen percent (13%)
of the facilities were damaged
significantly; and,

• The remaining 25% of
the facilities required major
restoration and repair;

The Announcement - In
less than 84 hours after
Hurricane Rita’s landfall, the
following points where shared
with the local and national
news media ---

• All students would be
given the opportunity to com-
plete the 2005-2006 year;

• Each senior would be
able to graduate from his or
her respective high school;
and, 

• All employees would be
retained for the 2005-2006
school year.

Recovery, Restoration, and
Re-opening - Only twenty-
four (24) instructional days
after Hurricane Rita made
landfall, all Pre-Rita
Cameron Parish students,
including previously enrolled
Hurricane Katrina evacuees,
could attend their school on
the campus of either Grand
Lake or Hackberry.  Using a
platoon system which would
preserve the identity of each
school, classes resumed for
Cameron Elementary, South
Cameron Elementary, South
Cameron High, and Grand
Lake High on the campus of
Grand Lake High, and classes
resumed for Johnson Bayou
High and Hackberry High on
the campus of Hackberry
High.  

Hurricane Rita damaged
Grand Lake High School and
Hackberry High School; how-
ever, the structural damage
was minor, subsequently, sig-
nificant tasks involved replac-
ing roofs and ensuring a qual-
ity environment for students
and employees.

After recovery and restora-
tion work, local, state, and
national health officials
approved Grand Lake and
Hackberry for occupancy, and
classes resumed 24 instruc-
tional days after Hurricane
Rita’s landfall.

Current School Enrollment
- About 80% of the pre-Labor
Day enrollment has returned.
The current percent of enroll-
ment compared to pre-Rita
data is listed below ---

• Cameron Elementary,
Grades K-7: 48% 

• Grand Lake Grades K-
12: 91% 

• Hackberry Grades K-12:
83%

• Johnson Bayou Grades
K-12: 71%

• South Cameron
Elementary Grades K-7: 73%

• South Cameron High
Grades 8-12: 83% 

As promised and later con-
firmed by the Board in a spe-
cial meeting on Oct. 3, May
2006 graduations and com-
mencements programs are
scheduled for the seniors of
each of the four high schools.

Members of the Cameron
Parish School Board continue

to serve and plan for the
future.  The daily school
schedule will be adjusted for
students as they return from
the Christmas Holidays on
Monday, Jan. 2, 2006.  The
school day will begin at 7:40
a.m. and close at 4:10 p.m.;
that is, the school day will be
shortened by one hour.
Additionally, principals and
the superintendent met on
Wednesday, Dec. 14, in order
to plan for a renewed focus on
academic achievement as the
New Year begins.

Members of the Board
express best wishes for a
Merry Christmas to students,
parents, and employees; and,
members of the Board pledge
to continue to serve and plan
for the future as efforts are
expended “rebuilding our
school system, rebuilding our
future, rebuilding Cameron
Parish, for Southwest
Louisiana, our State, our
Nation, and our World!” 

By Dr. Doug Chance, Cam.
Parish School

Superintendent

DEBRA AND GEORGE Heard are shown above  with the sign for First Baptist Church
in Grand Chenier. The sign was all that remained of the church after Hurricane Rita
passed through Cameron Parish in September.

This holiday season may
be more stressful than ever
for some people and families.
Stress resulting from our
recent disasters combined
with the usual holiday stress
may become overwhelming. 

It is important for people
to take preventive measures
before they are weighed down
by stress, according to LSU
AgCenter family develop-
ment professor Dr. Rebecca
White. 

"Think about developing a
plan for how you and your
family will handle the coming
holiday stress," White says. 

Effective coping strate-
gies for people and families
are unique. Coping tech-
niques that work well for one
person or family may not be
the best approaches for
another person or family. It is
up to the individual and fam-
ily to determine what strate-
gies to undertake to manage
stress this holiday season. 

Research in family stress

provides us insights on man-
aging the stressful times in
our lives. Family life authori-
ties Wesley Burr and Shirley
Klein and their associates
have reviewed decades of
stress management research
and have determined prac-
tices individuals can use to
cope with stress. They recom-
mend a number of strategies. 

§ Accept that you are over-
stressed. Recognition that
you are overstressed is impor-
tant. Be proactive and take
positive steps to cope. 

§ Be accepting of others.
Accept the differences in fam-
ily members’ responses to the
stressfulness of this holiday
and the recent hurricanes. 

§ Gain useful knowledge.

Find information and facts
about stress as it relates to
holidays and crises to aid you
in taking additional steps in
managing your stress. 

§ Change how you view or
define the holiday and disas-
ter. Reframe the situation by
defining your problems in
more positive ways. 

§ Express feelings and
affection. Clear and direct
verbal expressions of commit-
ment are important. For
some, a hug or tender com-
forting touch can help.

Avoid stress
before it
happens
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CAMERON PARISH

CLERK OF COURT

May you 
celebrate a 
joyous and
peaceful

Christmas with
those you hold
close to your

heart. 

Merry Christmas From

Carl Broussard & Staff

We truly appreciate your friendship 
and devotion.

Christmas Blessings

Although our friends and family are scattered, some of
you we see at church, at the stores. we still miss you. To
those we don’t get a chance to see, we miss you and still
think of you!

With glad hearts, let us remember the true meaning of
Christmas...

The Love Born, The Hope To Be Had,
The Joy To Be Shared!

Wishing You A Blessed Christmas
& A Happy New Year!

Loston & Glender McEver

“Keep Christ In Christmas”
P.S. We live in a time when all things religious or pertaining to

God are being discouraged & swept away, but it’s refreshing to
know our many friends & family don’t think that way & are
keeping Christ in our Christmas Holidays!

Myrna M. Conner
“Your 

AFLAC Agent”

— NEW LOCATION —
Since the storm, we are now located in the

Sweetlake area at 162 T-John Road.
You may reach me on my Cell Phone at:

794-3020
My home phone is not yet available.

Although Hurricane Rita has changed our lives,
medical needs continue. Please call for insurance &
claim assistance.

God’s Blessings To Everyone!

With Best Wishes
To All Of You
On This Most

Joyous
Occasion!

BROWN’S FOOD CENTER
Hackberry     762-4632

Holiday Wishes
From All Of Us...

May Your Christmas Be Blessed
With Family,

Friends, Love And Warmth.

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!!

GR
AND CHENIER, LA

– 24 HOUR SERVICE –

538-2411

News is improving  for
parish cattle producers

The sound of rain falling
Wednesday, Dec. 14, was
sweet as a symphony to Gary
Wicke, an LSU AgCenter
county agent in Cameron
Parish. 

“We are hoping these rains
will flush out the salt water,”
he explained. 

Reducing salt contamina-
tion in the marsh from
Hurricane Rita will improve
chances for cattle forage to
regrow. The sooner that hap-
pens, the better, Wicke said. 

“We are still short of hay,”
he stressed. 

Even if adequate forage
were available, Wicke said it
still would not be possible to
move cattle to the pastures
because fencing has been
wiped out from the
Intracoastal Waterway south
to the coastline. 

“That’s our main problem,
rebuilding fence,” he said. 

But Wicke said a federal
cost-sharing program – the
Emergency Conservation
Program administered by the
USDA’s Farm Service Agency
– is available to help farmers
with fences. 

According to Wicke, cattle
owners in the area evacuated
a large number of cattle in the
three days before Rita struck,
but some were left behind. “I
figure parish producers lost
probably 6,000 to 8,000, lost
to the storm or sold,” Wicke
said. 

Not all cattle that survived
the storm have been recov-
ered even now, he said. “We
still have a lot of cattle on
islands, and every once in
awhile they’ll come out,” he
said. 

Grazing lands with fencing
intact are being used – in
some cases excessively
because alternatives aren’t
available, Wicke said. “We
have a lot of cattle on places
that are overgrazed right
now,” he said. 

Many of the area’s cattle
families bought pasture in
Allen, Beauregard and other
northern parishes for sum-
mer grazing away from the
coast after Hurricane Audrey
in 1957. 

Wicke said a parishwide
ban on burning prevents cat-
tle owners from setting fire to
large expanses of thatch
washed inland by the tidal
surge. Throughout the marsh,
dead vegetation smothers the
ground and prevents revege-
tation. 

“Until you burn that dead
growth off, you’re not going to
be able to grow anything,” he
said. 

On the up side, however,
the salt water did have a ben-
eficial effect of killing
unwanted freshwater vegeta-
tion, such as smut grass and
salvinia, Wicke said. 

To the east of Cameron
Parish, cattle producers also
need hay, and they are grate-
ful for all donations, said
Andrew Granger, an LSU
AgCenter county agent in
Vermilion Parish. 

“We’re still struggling to
find hay and get hay down
here,” Granger said. “We’re
hoping for a shipment from
Ohio, but it hasn’t gotten here
yet.” 

Bob Felknor, executive sec-
retary of the Louisiana
Cattlemen’s Association, said
donations are continuing, and
the need will exist “until our
producers are able to grow
grass again. 

“Fields are still under
water, and there’s cattle
starving right now,” Felknor
said. 

Granger agreed with that
assessment. 

“There’s nothing out there
for their cattle to eat,”
Granger said. “This is the
most serious catastrophe to
affect the cattle industry in
Vermilion Parish ever. The
economic impact on the cattle
industry is phenomenal.” 

But Granger also said
there is some good news. 

“Some of the ryegrass that
was planted is doing surpris-
ingly well,” he said. “I guess
we have enough soil moisture
now.” 

Even in some areas with
high salt concentrations and
in soil originally thought to be
too salty for ryegrass, it is
greening up, Granger said. 

But everyone didn’t plant
ryegrass, and any seed plant-
ed now would not produce for-
age until February or March,
he said. 

Granger estimates 4,000
head of cattle in Vermilion
Parish died in the storm, and
as many as 4,000 have been
sold since Rita. He said the
parishwide herd before Rita
probably totaled 40,000. 

The LSU AgCenter agent
said recent news that the
Japanese market will re-open
to U.S. beef has brought some
optimism to the region. 

Cattle producers have
been spread their herds
across Louisiana as far north
as Natchitoches, Granger
said, explaining they were
trying almost anywhere a
pasture is available. 

“The farthest I heard was
Mississippi,” Granger said. 

Many cattle owners have
been forced to sell all or part
of their herds, but the prices
were far below what they
should have gotten because of
buyer concerns that cattle
could become sick after salt
exposure, Granger said. 

To the north of Cameron
Parish, Calcasieu Parish pro-
ducers had few deaths in
their herds from Rita. 

“But we lost tons of hay,”
said Tommy Shields, an LSU
AgCenter county agent in
Calcasieu Parish. Worse yet,
the area had been suffering
from a drought already, he
said. 

After the storm, Shields
said marginal cattle were sold
to thin herds because of the
scarcity of good grazing land
and short supplies of hay. 

Now he expresses opti-
mism that rains have helped
reduce salt levels in the soil. 

“If we can get through

A DISTRIBUTION
CENTER has been set up
at Johnson Bayou Baptist
Church for food and other
needs for returning resi-
dents.
(Photo by Cyndi Sellers.)

Storm aid is
not taxable
says FEMA

The Federal Emergency
Management Agency and the
state Office of Emergency
Preparedness are assuring
hurricane victims that feder-
al and state grants will nei-
ther add to one’s taxable
income nor affect federal and
state benefits.

And the grants won’t
affect recipients eligibility
for Medicaid, welfare assis-
tance, food stamps and
Social Security benefits, or
any other income-based gov-
ernment program.

Federal and state officials
encourage all disaster vic-
tims to apply for aid and
complete a U.S. Small
Business Administration
loan application, if it is sent
to them.

If the SBA can’t approve a
loan, applicants may need to
be referred to Other Needs
Assistance, which covers
items such as personal prop-
erty loss, medical care and
transportation.

For more information call
the SBA at (800) 659-2955 or
visit www.sba.gov/disaster.

To learn more about hous-
ing grants and other pro-
grams, call FEMA at (800)
621-3362.

The TTY number is (800)
462-7585.

Lines are open 24 hours a
day, seven days a week until
further notice.

Victims may also register
online--www.fema.gov--or at
any disaster recovery center.

For information on elder-
ly issues, call Eldercare
Locators at (800) 677-1116.

January and February and
the springtime grass comes
back, we’ll be in good shape,”
Shields said. 

Shields said it’s not diffi-
cult to get hay donations, but
getting it shipped is a chal-
lenge because of the high cost
of fuel.



CLASSIFIEDS

TREE REMOVAL

Tree Removal And
Yard Cleanup Anywhere
In Southwest Louisiana.

T. J. Porche & Family
of DeQuincy & Cameron

PHONE:  
781-6466 -- 224-0097

or 409-200-9245

Wishing you joy now and forever

Cameron Parish Tax Assessor
R. E. “Bobby” Conner

& Staff
Gary, Allyson, Ann & Mona

ATTENTION FIRST TIME HOMEOWNERS:
Remember to sign up for Homestead Exemption 

NEW!! Customized Signs, Banners & Car Decals
Screen Printing

Color Copies * B & W Copies * Oversize Copies * Binding
FULL COLOR GIFTS

Calendars, Mugs, Mousepads, Puzzles, Koozies, Flags,
Coasters, T-shirts & more

Colorful Creations Printing Services
4303 Common Street, Lake Charles (directly behind McNeese)

480-2424 or 1-866-480-2424
Becky LeFleur, Owner, Cameron Parish Resident

• NOTICE •
To customers of Cameron Parish Water District No.

Nine (covering the areas of Grand Chenier, Oak Grove,
Muria, Chenier Perdue, & Little Chenier.)

It is the intent of this District, Cameron Parish Water
District No. Nine, to bill customers for water consump-
tion beginning January, 2006. Customers who NO
LONGER require water service are to contact Bonnie
Theriot by January 10, 2006, at  337-905-4141, or Cell
337-249-6124.

RUN:  Dec. 8, 15, 22, 29 (D-24)

Cameron Parish Police Jury Permit
Dept. Has Relocated to the:

GRAND LAKE WATER WORKS OFFICE
111 Dennis Ln., Sweet Lake

Contact Tammy Trahan or Julie Burleigh with all your
permitting questions concerning elevation require-
ments and other permit requirements:

(337)905-1911 • (337)249-9641 • Fax: (337)598-3300

For Sewer questions contact Ryan King, Dept. of
Health and Hospitals:

(337)475-3209 • (337)912-7431 • Fax: (337)475-3226
RUN: Dec. 22, 29 & Jan. 5

NOTICE

WHETHER LOOKING to
store  household possessions,
or need  boat or RV storage,
A+ Mini Storage has the pro-
fessional local facilities to
meet your needs. Located at
4611 Hwy 27 South, Carlyss.
Call 558-5805 for information.
9/14 - 2/21 eow

REPAIRS

TREE REMOVAL and yard
cleanup anywhere in Southwest
Louisiana. T. J. Porche and fam-
ily of DeQuincy and Cameron.
Phone 781-6466, 224-0097 or
(409) 200-9245. 10/5 - 1/04p.

JUST-A-FENCE: All types
of fencing. Residential and
commercial. Free estimates. 1-
800-509-1707 or (281) 447-
4404 in Houston. 11/23 -
12/30p.

HELP WANTED

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSO-
CIATE: Sempra Energy, a
Fortune 500 energy services
company has an immediate
opening for an Administrative
Assistant at our Cameron LNG
facility. Sempra Energy offers
an attractive compensation and
benefits package. For immedi-
ate consideration, please visit
our website, www.sempra.com,
to apply online. No phone calls
please. Pre-employment testing
is required EOE. 12/7-12/29p.
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REAL ESTATE

ERA MOFFETT REALTY
Grace Robideaux, Realtor
Phone: 310-5280 Ext. 261 
Call today and ask for

Grace for your showing and
further details on the follow-
ing listings:

•Beautiful 5 acre tract of
land off Big Pasture Road.
Mature oaks and pecan trees.
No value given to trailer.
Underground utilities.
Located at end of dead-end
street. Seller to provide sup-
plemental abstract only.
$60,000.  9/1tfc                  

HI FRIENDS in Cameron
Parish! If you are interested in
buying or selling houses/prop-
erties, please call me.
RE/MAX Realty Pros at 478-
2668 or 274-9996. Ask for
Analee Guilbeaux Gregory.
12/1-12/29p.

AS IS, LIKE IS: Storm
damage. No flood damage.
Guttede and ready for sheet
rock and paint. Two story
home on 7.3 acres. Big
Pasture Pass, Hebert Camp
Rd. in Cameron Parish,
$115,000. Contact Tony at
540-5232 or 540-5049. 12/1 -
12/22p.

GRAND LAKE - 3 bed-
room, 2 baths on half acre lot,
near Grand Lake School on
McCain Rd. Damaged by Rita,
sell as is, $35,000. Phone (337)
526-9230. Ask for Mike. 12/15
- 1/4p

GRAND LAKE home pre-
renovation sale. 2200 sq. ft.
plus large workshop/garage.
In-ground pool on 1 1/2 acre
lot in subdivision 1 mile from
school. $65,000. Call (337)
794-8967 or 794-8390. 12/21 &
12//29p.

RV SALES

HUNDREDS OF travel
trailers arriving for lease to
home owners with insurance
claims. Minimum lease is 6
months. Kite Bros., LLC, Hwy
171 N, DeRidder, La. 1-800-
456-2724. www.kitebros.com
11/3tfc

LOST & FOUND

SAFE FOUND: Conner Rd/
High Island  area west of
Creole. Call (337) 912-9886 to
claim. 12/21 - 1/11p.

FOR SALE

PILGRIM’S FEED -  The
Kountry Store, Inc. will be sel-
ing feed on the following days:
Wednesday, 1 - 5 pm;
Thursday & Friday, 8 am - 2
pm. Located in parking lot of
old Lena’s Cafe. Contact num-
bers: Kim at (337) 794-3610 or
Kristie at (337) 794-3522.
12/22 & 12/29c.

METAL OUTLET Metal
Roofing ~ Carports ~ Metal
Buildings ~ Patio Cover Kits ~
C’s & Z’s ~ Custom Trim ~ RV
& Equipment Covers ~ Metal
Doors  ~ Windows. 337-625-
2778. 2241 E. Napoleon,
Sulphur. Open Mon.-Fri. 7
am-5 pm, Sat. 7 am-12 noon.
tfc.

NOTICE

MAC HAYNIE would like
to let his many friends and
customers know he will now
be cutting hair Thursday,
Friday and Saturday at
Silvia’s Barber Shop in Moss
Bluff beginning December 8,
2005. Turn left off Hwy 171 N
onto Telephone Rd. Phone:
855-7158 or 794-617. 12/21 -
1/05p.

SANTA WAS surrounded by children at the Christmas party held at the Grand
Lake/Sweetlake Community Center Saturday morning. (Photo by Cyndi Sellers.)

THIS 1973S International pumper was donated, fully equipped, to the Grand
Lake/Sweetlake Fire Department by the Lyme and Old Lyme, Connecticut Fire
Department (Photo by Evelyn White.)

New research can help you
avoid having dry, chapped
hands for the holidays.

Cold weather is hard on
hands. Fortunately, this holi-
day season you can give your
skin the gift of a great holiday
glow if you heed these ten tips:

1. Even when it’s cold and
cloudy out, it’s a bright idea to
use sunscreen on all exposed
skin. 

2. Gloves are not all you
need. Use a little hand cream
before you don them.

3. Moisturize from the
inside out. Drink plenty of
water-and keep alcohol intake
low.

4. Good skin grows on a
healthy body. Eat a balanced
diet and exercise regularly.

5. Don’t smoke. In addition
to all the other reasons smok-
ing is bad for you, it can age
skin prematurely.

6. Moisturize your hands
after you wash them-and
when you wash, use water
that’s lukewarm, not hot, to
preserve natural oils.

7. To nail down a long-last-
ing manicure, moisturize your
cuticles daily.

8. See a dermatologist
every year.

9. If you spend a lot of time
in hot dry, indoor air, get a
humidifier.

10. Consider a mineral-rich
product designed for active
hands. It’s not greasy or sticky
and it’s made with potassium,
a natural hydrator, and mag-
nesium, a natural anti-aller-
gen. A single pearl-sized drop
will treat both hands.

The hand cream makes a
great gift for yourself or some-
one you care about. It’s rich in
essential oils and botanical
extracts, including extract of
myrrh, a natural antiseptic.
What’s more, it’s from
Awakening, a company whose
products are never tested on
animals.
Free Brochure

You can learn more from a
free brochure called The
Benefits of Mineral-Moisture
Therapy about minerals,
moisture and your skin. For a
copy, see www.awakening
skincare.com or call 800-200-
6546.

Give hands a
happy glow

Chef Judi
Gallagher’s 
Sour Cream
Coffeecake

Serves 10-12

2 sticks sweet butter
2 cups granulated sugar
2 eggs, beaten
2 cups unbleached all pur-

pose flour
1 Tablespoon baking pow-

der
1⁄4 teaspoon salt
2 cups dairy sour cream
1 Tablespoon plus 1 tea-

spoon pure vanilla extract
3⁄4 cup brown sugar
1 1⁄2 Tablespoons ground

cinnamon
1 1⁄2 cups shelled pecans,

chopped
1⁄2 cup whole cranberries
1⁄2 cup fresh blueberries

Preheat oven to 350° F.
Grease a 10-inch bundt pan or
two 8-inch loaf pans. Dust
lightly with flour. Cream
together the butter and granu-
lated sugar. Add the beaten
eggs and blend. Add the sour
cream, one cup at a time and
add vanilla. Sift together
flour, baking powder and salt. 
Fold the dry ingredients into
the creamed mixture and beat
until blended. Do not over
mix. In a separate bowl, mix
brown sugar, chopped pecans
and cinnamon together.  

Pour half of the batter into
the greased and floured pan.
Sprinkle half the brown sugar
mixture on top. Add 1⁄2 of the
cranberries and blueberries
and pour the remaining batter
into the pan. 

Repeat the process with
the remaining brown sugar
mixture and fruit. Place in the
preheated oven in middle rack
for about 60 minutes or until a
cake tester comes out clean.

Let rest for about 45 min-
utes and serve while still
warm.

Research suggests that
one-third to one-half of all
accidents and falls in the
home can be prevented. You
can learn more from “Since
You Care-Falls and Fall
Prevention.” The free booklet
is one of a series of guides that
provide practical suggestions,
useful tools and information
on a variety of specific care-
related products topics. It’s
available from AARP Health
Care Options and the MetLife
Mature Market Institute. 

For a free copy, call 203-
221-6580 or e-mail
MatureMarketInstitute@met
life.com.

Valuable booklet
available from
AARP Healthcare
Options

Merry
Christmas!

From 

The Staff 

of The

Cameron
Pilot



called the meeting to order.
On a motion by Paul Duhon

and seconded by Bobby Doxey and
carried that the bills for the month
be paid.

On a motion by Paul Duhon
and seconded by Bobby Doxey and
carried that there being no further
business that the meeting stand
adjourned.

/s/ J. C. Murphy
J. C. Murphy, President

Cameron W & WW#1
/s/ Lori LeBlanc
Lori LeBlanc, Secretary
RUN: Dec. 22 (D-43)

PROCEEDINGS
CAMERON WATER AND

WASTEWATER NO. 1
NOVEMBER 2, 2005

The Cameron Parish Water
and Wastewater District No. 1
Board meet in regular session on
Tuesday, November 2, 2005 at 6:00
p.m. in the boardroom located at
111 Dennis Lane in the village of
Grand Lake, Louisiana.

Members present were: Paul
Duhon, James Boudreaux, Bobby
Doxey, and Ronald Nunez, Jr.

Members Absent  were: Rick
Merchant, Tammy Peshoff, J. C.
Murphy.

Board member Bobby Doxey
called the meeting to order.

On a motion by Paul Duhon
and seconded by Ronald Nunez
and carried to make the following
addition to the agenda:

1. To get free labor from the
Calcasieu Workforce Center.

On a motion by Paul Duhon
and seconded by James
Boudreaux and carried to approve
the minutes for the previous
months meeting.

On a motion by Ronald Nunez,
Jr. and seconded by Paul Duhon
and carried that the bills for the
month be paid.

On a motion by Paul Duhon
and seconded by James
Boudreaux and carried to pur-
chase the new computer and soft-
ware systems from Computer
Systems Development
Corporation and Dell Computers.

On a motion by Paul Duhon
and seconded by James
Boudreaux and carried to apply
for free labor from LA
Works/Calcasieu Workforce
Center.

On a motion by James
Boudreaux and seconded by Paul
Duhon and carried that there
being no further business that the
meeting stand adjourned.

/s/ J. C. Murphy
J. C. Murphy, President

Cameron Parish W&WW#1
/s/ Lori LeBlanc
Lori LeBlanc, Secretary
RUN: Dec. 22 (D-44)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
A public meeting will be held

as follows for Cameron Parish
Gravity Drainage District No. 7.

Date: December 22, 2005
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Place of meeting: The Cameron

Parish Gravity Drainage District
No. 7 Office, 205 Middle Ridge
Road, Cameron, La. 70631.

This is to notify all interested
parties that a public hearing will
be held in order to:

• Amend Budget 2005
• Propose new budget 2006
• Discuss storm clean up &

drainage
Questions concerning this mat-

ter may be addressed in writing to:
Curtis L. Trahan, President,

205 Middle Ridge Road, Cameron,
La. 70631

Attested by: Patty Morris
RUN: Dec. 22 (D-46)
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LEGAL NOTICES
Forms for appeals are available to
taxpayers and must be filed in
person or by certified mail by 4:00
p.m. Thursday, January 26, 2006
with the Cameron Parish Police
Jury at their temporary office
located at 302 N. Cutting Avenue,
Jennings, Louisiana.

R. E. “Bobby” Conner, CLA
Cameron Parish Assessor

RUNS: Dec. 15, 22 - D 30

NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given, pur-

suant to article IV, section 21 (D)
(1) of the Louisiana Constitution,
that on December 2, 2005, Entergy
Gulf States, Inc. (“EGS”), a public
utility having facilities to provide
retail electric service to customers
in eighteen of the sixty-four
Parishes of the State of Louisiana,
and having facilities used for the
local distribution of natural gas for
residential, commercial, municipal
and other customers within East
Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana,
and Entergy Louisiana, Inc.
(“ELI”) (collectively, the
“Companies”), an electric public
utility having facilities to provide
retail electric service to customers
in forty-six Parishes of the State of
Louisiana, filed with the
Louisiana Public Service
Commission (“LPSC”) a Joint
Application for Interim and
Permanent Recovery in Rates of
Costs Related to Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita.  The requested
interim change in EGS’s and ELI’s
rates and charges is described as
follows:

EGS and ELI are requesting
LPSC authorization to implement
interim adjustments to the
Companies’ LPSC-jurisdictional
rates and charges to permit the
Companies to begin recovering the
significant costs that they have
incurred in restoring electric ser-
vice to Louisiana customers locat-
ed throughout the EGS and ELI
service territories as a result of
Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane
Rita.  The Companies seek to
implement these interim adjust-
ments subject to refund and full
Commission review of the
Companies’ final accounting for
storm-related costs.

Timely emergency interim
rate relief, as sought by this filing,
is essential to ensure the contin-
ued financial stability of the
Companies, to maintain invest-
ment-grade credit ratings, and to
permit the Companies to continue
providing reliable service to their
customers at the lowest reason-
able cost.  The Companies’ need for
interim relief is urgent due to the
extraordinary financial burden
caused by these storms.

As reported by the Companies
in post-storm filings made with
the Securities and Exchange
Commission, the current estimate
of storm restoration costs ranges
from $355 million to $415 million
for ELI and from $394 million to
$542 million for EGS (Louisiana
and Texas operations).  For EGS’s
Louisiana operations (“EGS-LA”),
the total restoration costs are esti-
mated to be between $141 million
and $193 million.  The amount
sought in this request for interim
relief is based on the low end of the
Companies’ SEC-filed estimated
total restoration costs and it is
based on a ten-year recovery peri-
od.

The revenue requirement for
the storm costs reflects the pre-
sent value of a revenue stream
including a ten year amortization
of operations and maintenance
expenses plus depreciation of cap-
ital additions over a thirty year
period for ELI and thirty-nine
years for EGS-LA and includes a
return on the unamortized bal-
ances (less accumulated deferred
income taxes) over the ten year
amortization period and the two
depreciation periods.  The present
value of this revenue stream is
then recovered over a ten year
period on a levelized basis.  These
calculations result in annual rev-
enue requirements of $45.1 mil-
lion for ELI and $18.7 million for
EGS-LA to recover storm costs in
interim rates.   These amounts
would be collected subject to
refund until permanent relief is
sought and granted.

The Companies propose to
allocate the levelized revenue
requirement necessary to collect
these storm costs across the
Companies’ customer classes in
proportion to each customer class’s
contribution to base rate revenues.
For a residential ELI customer
using 1,000 kWh, the surcharge
would amount to approximately
$2.37 per month.  Based on
November 2005 fuel adjustment
charges, this equates to an
increase of approximately 1.9%.
For a residential EGS-LA cus-
tomer using 1,000 kWh, the sur-
charge would amount to approxi-
mately $1.63 per month.  Based on
November 2005 fuel adjustment
charges, this equates to an
increase of approximately 1.3%.

The Companies’ filing and pro-
posed changes to the rates and
charges may be viewed in the
Office of the Louisiana Public
Service Commission in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana.  Entergy
Louisiana, Inc.
RUN: Dec. 22 (D 37)

SP #17289
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed bids will be opened and
publically read by the Purchasing
Section of the Division of
Administration, 1201 N. 3rd St.,
2nd Floor, Suite 2-160, (P.O. Box
94095), Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
at 10:00 A.M. for the following:

File No. M50906G, Bid No.
2204497-Remediation &
Destruction of Movable Property,
Dec. 28.

Bid proposal forms, informa-
tion and specifications may be
obtained by accessing the bid
number in LaPac at
www.doa.Louisiana.gov/osp or
from the purchasing section listed
above. No bids will be received
after the date and hour specified.
The right is reserved to reject any
and all bids and to waive any

informalities.
DENISE LEA
Director of State Purchasing
FAX (225) 342-8688
RUN: Dec. 22 (D-38)

PROCEEDINGS
GRAVITY DRAINAGE 

DISTRICT NO. 4
October 13, 2005

Gravity Drainage District No.
4 held a regular meeting at the
Grand Lake Waterworks Office,
Grand Lake, Louisiana at 6:00
P.M., Thursday, October 13, 2005.

PRESENT: Kevin Boudreaux,
Leslie Griffith, Michael Semien,
Raven Benoit.

ABSENT: Walter Rogers
The meeting was called to

order by Chairman Kevin
Boudreaux.

On motion of Mr. Griffith, sec-
onded by Mr. Semien and carried,
the minutes were approved.

On motion of Mr. Semien, sec-
onded by Mr. Benoit and carried,
the following bills were approved
for payment:

Cameron Pilot - $48.00
Jeff Davis Electric - 21.43
Coastal Culvert - 3,266.80
Lonnie Harper & Assoc. -

2,724.40
On motion of Mr. Benoit, sec-

onded by Mr. Semien and carried,
the Chairman is hereby autho-
rized, empowered and directed to
sign an Interagency Agency
Agreement by and between the
Office of Emergency
Preparedness, the Gravity
Drainage District No. Five and the
Gravity Drainage District No.
Four with regard to Post-
Hurricane Rita measures.

The Board compiled a list of
items lost in the storm, as well as,
a list of items needed by the
District, to be submitted to the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency for funding assistance.

There being no further busi-
ness, on motion of Mr. Semien, sec-
onded by Mr. Benoit and carried,
the meeting was declared
adjourned.

APPROVED:
/s/ Kevin Boudreaux

KEVIN BOUDREAUX, 
CHAIRMAN

ATTEST:
/s/ Michael Semien
MICHAEL SEMIEN, 
SECRETARY
RUN: Dec. 22 (D-39)

PROCEEDINGS
GRAVITY DRAINAGE 

DISTRICT NO. 4
November 10, 2005

Gravity Drainage District No.
4 held a regular meeting at the
Grand Lake Waterworks Office in
Grand Lake, Louisiana at 5:00
P.M., Thursday, November 10,
2005.

PRESENT: Kevin Boudreaux,
Leslie Griffith, Walter Rogers

ABSENT: Raven Benoit,
Michael Semien

The meeting was called to
order by Chairman Kevin
Boudreaux.

On motion of Mr. Griffith, sec-
onded by Mr. Rogers, the minutes
were approved.

There were no permits for
approval.

On motion of Mr. Rogers, sec-
onded by Mr. Griffith and carried,
the following bills were approved
for payment:

1. Coastal Culvert & Supply -
$7,459.20

2. Jeff Davis Electric Co-op. -
12.42

There was a discussion of the
District’s Request for FEMA reim-
bursement.

There being no further busi-
ness, on motion of Mr. Rogers, sec-
onded by Mr. Griffith and carried,
the meeting was declared
adjourned.

APPROVED:
/s/ Kevin Boudreaux

KEVIN BOUDREAUX,
CHAIRMAN

ATTEST:
/s/ Michael Semien
MICHAEL SEMIEN,
SECRETARY
RUN: Dec. 22 (D-40)

BUDGET HEARING ON FUNDS
OF CAMERON PARISH 

WATERWORKS DISTRICT #11
Cameron Parish Waterworks

District #11 will hold a public
hearing at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday,
December 27, 2005 in the Grand
Lake/Sweetlake Waterworks office
for the purpose of hearing written
and oral comment from the public
concerning the proposed annual
budget for fiscal year 2006 and the
use of funds as contained in that
proposed budget.  Regulations
require a hearing on the proposed
use of these funds before the bud-
get is adopted each year.  All inter-
ested citizens, groups, senior citi-
zens and organizations represent-
ing the interest of senior citizens
are encouraged to attend and to
submit comments.
RUN: Dec. 22 (D-41)

FULL TIME HELP NEEDED
MAINTENANCE

Grand Lake/Sweetlake
Waterworks Districts #11 is now
accepting applications in the
Maintenance Department.  Must
be at least 18 years of age with a
valid drivers license.  Apply in per-
son at:  Cameron Parish
Waterworks District #11, 111
Dennis Ln, 337-598-3439.
Cameron Parish Police Jury does
not discriminate on the basis of
race, color, age, sex, handicap,
national origin or political or reli-
gious opinions.
RUN: Dec. 22 and Dec. 29 (D-42)

CAMERON PARISH WATER
AND WASTEWATER 

DISTRICT NO. 1
PROCEEDINGS FOR 
SPECIAL MEETING
November 17, 2005

The Cameron Parish Water
and Wastewater District No. 1
Board met in special session
Thursday, November 17, 2005 at
6:00 p.m. in the boardroom located
at 111 Dennis Lane, in the village
of Grand Lake, Louisiana.

Members present were: J. C.
Murphy, Bobby Doxey, James
Boudreaux, Paul Duhon, and
Tammy Peshoff.

Absent were: Rick Merchant
and Ronald Nunez, Jr.

Board President J. C. Murphy

PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with the Oil

Pollution Act of 1990 (33 USC
2714 (c)), the “DBL-152” has been
named as the source of a discharge
of oil into the Gulf of Mexico on or
about November 11, 2005. This
spill impacted in the vicinity of 29
8.8 degrees N, 093 14.9 degrees W,
approximately 32 miles south of
Calcasieu Pass, LA”. As the opera-
tor of “DBL-152”, K-Sea Operating
Partnership, L.P. is accepting
claims for certain uncompensated
damages and removal costs.

Removal costs and damages
which may be compensated
include removal costs; damage to
natural resources; damage to or
loss of real or personal property;
loss of subsistence use of natural
resources; loss of government rev-
enues; loss of profits and earnings
capacity; and increased cost of
public service.

Claims should be in writing,
signed by the claimant, for a spe-
cific amount; and should include
all evidence to support the dam-
ages. Claims presented may
include claims for interim short-
term damages representing less
than the full amount to which the
claimant ultimately may be enti-
tled. It should be noted that pay-
ment of such claim shall not pre-
clude recovery for damages not
reflected in the paid or settled par-
tial claims. Claims should be
mailed to the following address:

TBS Adjusting, Inc.
800 Energy Centre

1100 Poydras Street
New Orleans, LA 70163-3400

Office hours are from 8:00 AM
to 4:00 PM Central Time Monday
though Friday, except holidays.
Claimants may call (800) 995-4045
for information.

Any claims which are denied
or which are not resolved within
90 days after the date of submis-
sion to our claims representative
may be submitted to the National
Pollution Funds Center (ca), 4200
Wilson Blvd., Suite 1000,
Arlington, VA 22203-1804 for con-
sideration.
RUN: Dec. 8, 15, 22, 29 (D 14)

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Cameron Council on

Aging, a private non-profit organi-
zation providing transportation
services to elderly and disabled
persons in Cameron Parish,
Louisiana, intends to apply for a
federal grant to be used for the
purpose of acquiring specially
equipped vehicles and equipment
for use in transporting elderly and
disabled persons who are unable
to utility existing public transit
services.  Services will be general-
ly between 7:30 am and 4:30 pm
Monday through Friday, in the
area encompassing Cameron
Parish, Louisiana.  The grant
would be used to replace existing
equipment and add new equip-
ment.  The Cameron Council on
Aging invites any interested pub-
lic or private transit or Para tran-
sit operator within the service
area to comment on the proposed
services by sending a written
response to:  Mr. Harold Beck,
Elderly and Disabled Program
Manager, LA Department of
Transportation and Development,
Public Transportation Section,
Room 138/ Airport, PO Box 94245,
Baton Rouge, La.  70804-9245 and
to Cameron Council on Aging, P.O.
Box 8801, Lake Charles, La.
70606 within 15 days.  Comments
must be received by December 22,
2005.
RUN: Dec. 8, 22 (D 20)

Public Notice
Opportunity for Requesting

A Public Hearing
All interested persons are

hereby advised that the Cameron
Parish Police Jury has applied to
the La. Department of
Transportation and Development
for project funding under Federal
Transit Administration Section
5311 Rural Transportation
Program/ Section 5309
Discretionary Program for the fol-
lowing: Project: Cameron Parish
Police Jury is preparing to replace
existing equipment to continue
rural transportation services in
Cameron Parish. Further details
relative to the project are avail-
able from Dinah Landry, Cameron
Council on Aging, P.O. Box 8801,
Grand Lake, Lake Charles, La.
70606, 337-598-5158. 

Interested persons are advised
that they may request that a pub-
lic hearing be conducted to provide
a means for the public to express
their views relative to the pro-
posed project on the probably
social, economic and environmen-
tal effects involved. In lieu of
requesting a public hearing, inter-
ested persons may submit their
comments in writing.

Written requests for a public
hearing and/or submittal of com-
ments must be postmarked on or
before December 22, 2005 

Should a public hearing be
required, a public notice will be
published stating the date, time
and location of the hearing. Dinah
Landry, Executive Director,
Cameron Council on Aging
Cameron Parish Police Jury
RUN: Dec. 8, 22 (D 21)

PUBLIC NOTICE
REVIEW OF POST DISASTER

LISTINGS
Notice is hereby given that I

have completed the listings of all
property in the Parish of Cameron
for 2005 affected by wind and
floodwaters of Hurricane Rita as
per R. S. 47:1978. I enacted in Act
66 signed by the Governor on
December 6, 2005. The valuations
established on said listings will be
exposed at the Cameron Parish
Assessors temporary office located
at 302 N. Cutting Avenue,
Jennings, Louisiana for public
inspection and correction for a
period of 15 calendar days, begin-
ning Thursday, January 5, 2006
from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. end-
ing Thursday, January 19, 2006.
Any taxpayer desiring to examine
his/her assessment is requested to
call during the 15 day period.

S. W. La.
Outdoors

By LOSTON MCEVERS

SPLIT SEASON
The first split of hunting

season was a question of
“Where are the ducks?”
Things came out fairly well
for most of our hunters, espe-
cially in the northern marsh-
es and rice fields. Well here it
is and the second split came
around. Saturday’s opening
had a light rain, cold, and I
guess you call it Southwest
Louisiana hunting weather.

Although there’s still lots
of saltwater in our sea marsh-
es, we’ve had two good rains,
and that helps because we
still have lots of water
trapped in between our
ridges, as drainage is stopped
because of debris and just
can’t get out.

Lots of people who had
pumps are no longer pumping
because of damages to their
pumps. Our family land in
Grand Chenier has this prob-
lem with about 650 acres
where our deer blinds are
located. I think we’ll have to
cut our levee and go back to
the old way and put culverts
with flaps.

Most hunters I talked to
did fairly well. I think the
colder weather above us
helped out.

FISHING NEWS
Speckled trout fishing on

Calcasieu Lake slowed a lit-
tle, as the colder weather and
rougher waters showed up,
but still anglers are trying
their luck. Redfish is a better
bet on the outlots.

A PRO RETIRES
Florida Bass Pro Roband

Martin retired in November
after 35 years on the pro cir-
cuit. He threw in the towel for
a great professional bass fish-
ing veteran, he says, age of
65, and “my fishing has gone
to pot.” It’s harder to compete

with the younger pro anglers.
He started the circuit in 1970
and finished second on Toledo
Bend and placed in the next
13 of 22 tournaments, quali-
fied 25 times for the Bass
Masters Classic.

Martin won 19
Bassmasters wins, 19 second
place finishes and nine
Bassmasters “Angler of the
Year” titles.

Many of us have viewed
his former TV show, “Fishing
with Ronald Martin,” which
he plans to continue doing.
What’s his other plans? He
plans to compete in the
“Redfish Cup Circuit.”

HIGHWAY BILL
This past July, Congress

passed the Highway Bill,
recapturing the final 4.8
cents of the 18.3 cents per
gallon tax on motorboat fuel,
putting it back into the feder-
al aid in Sport Fish
Restoration Act’s Aquatic
Resource Trust Fund.

A nickel may not seem like
much, but to the fishing and
boating community, that
amount on every gallon of gas
bought for boating and fish-
ing boats totals more than
$110 million per year. This
money will be used for states
boating safety, fisheries con-
servation and other boating
programs. It’s also supposed
to be used for support of

coastal wetlands and marine
sanitation facilities.

CWD
The State of Louisiana

could soon join a growing list
of states banning the importa-
tion of dead deer and elk from
states in which chronic wast-
ing disease (CWD) has been
confirmed, if chosen to do so
by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries. It’s not illegal
yet, but there’s consideration
to make it illegal.

The CWD is fatal and has
spread to the midwestern
states even in New York.
There are 15 states already,
that has registration keeping
hunters from carrying the car-
casses from their infected
states. It hasn’t been brought
up to our wildlife commission
yet, but 2006 hasn’t come
around yet. There could be
exceptions made: finished
taxidermy, tanned hides,
antlers attached to skulls, but
the skull bone has to be clean
and bleached. Boiling doesn’t
even kill the germs. Meat
deboned. Meat that isn’t
deboned, but no portion of the
spinal cord or head can be
attached.

The disease, once in a
head, spreads fast, nose to
nose contact is how it’s
spread. Once a deer gets
CWD, it’s dead. Even dump-
ing infected carcasses can
bring the disease into a herd.
It stays in the soil, even if you
sterilize the soil, a couple of
years later it’s still in the soil.
There is a real high cost to get
rid of CWD and that’s some-
thing our state cannot afford
at this time. There’s been
enough disaster already!

Students return for look at
parish after storm

LSU AgCenter coastal
resources agent Mark Shirley
had hoped to bring a group of
students back to a plot near
Holly Beach where they had
planted marsh grass during
the 4-H Marsh Maneuvers
program in July. 

But, after driving for sever-
al miles on La. 82 between
Holly Beach and Johnson
Bayou last weekend, Shirley
gave up on his hope to find the
transplanted grass, which
apparently fell victim to
Hurricane Rita’s wrath. 

“Who would have thought
the hurricane would have
wiped it away? It’s just gone,”
Shirley said. 

The marsh is a huge
expanse of thatch and dying
vegetation. And Holly Beach
looks like a poorly maintained
landfill, with debris scattered
everywhere. 

“You wouldn’t even know
there was a house there,” said
Sarah Deen of Winn Parish. 

During the summer, 4-H
students who attended Marsh
Maneuvers at Rockefeller
Refuge experienced coastal
Louisiana in its splendor. 

But the advanced 4-H
Marsh Maneuvers program
Dec. 9-11 that served as a fol-
low-up visit for some of the
earlier program’s participants
provided a view of Mother
Nature at her worst. 

“The weekend made a last-
ing impression on them,”
Shirley said. 

The follow-up to the sum-
mer program couldn’t be held
at Rockefeller Refuge because
repairs to the facility are
incomplete. Instead, the 18
students stayed at White Lake
Preserve south of Gueydan. 

The first morning of the
weekend they hid in a duck
blind to watch early morning
flights of waterfowl – spying
on geese and several different
types of ducks. 

The group traveled to
Cameron Prairie National
Wildlife Refuge to watch
wildlife biologists demon-
strate how a cannon net is
used to catch ducks. LSU
wildlife graduate student Paul
Link is using this technique to
capture Mallard hens. The
ducks are fitted with radio
transmitters that allow Link
and his assistants to locate
the birds and determine habi-
tat preference. 

“We want to know what
kind of habitat they use here,”
he said, adding, however, that
the hurricanes’ aftermath
have resulted in an unusual
pattern. 

“It’s a strange year because
of the marsh being so burnt by
the salty storm surge,” Link
added about the damage
caused by hurricanes Katrina
and Rita across southern
Louisiana. 

Food and water also are so
scarce that birds are concen-
trated in a smaller area, Link
said. Most of the time, the
ducks are feeding in agricul-
tural fields, and they travel as
far as 12 miles from the marsh
to get there, he said. 

For student Daniel Manuel
of Ville Platte, who came back
for Marsh Maneuvers in
December, it was a dead deer

on the roadside that brought
home the devastation. 

“It made me realize it was-
n’t just people who were
affected,” Manuel said. “It’s
really amazing. I didn’t know
it was this bad.” 

“You see things about dev-
astation in New Orleans, but
until you actually see it here,
there’s no words,” remarked 4-
H member Jacob Churchman
of Grant Parish. 

Ben Graham, a Vernon
Parish student, said storm
damage near his home was
limited to timber blown down
– unlike the town of Cameron
where Rita damaged every
structure. 

“There’s nothing left down
here,” Graham said. “It opens
your eyes up. You don’t realize
how bad it is until you come
down here.” 

During the trip, the group
stopped at Rockefeller Refuge
to look at the damage to the
facility’s buildings. 

“That’s where we stayed
and had our classes and took
our tests,” Deen said of the
earlier Marsh Maneuvers
experience. 

Much of the siding had
been stripped from the camp,
but the basic structure
appeared intact, unlike hun-
dreds of houses along the
coast. 

FEMA may
pay for
generators

Given the severity of
Hurricanes Katrina’s and
Rita’s impact and the magni-
tude of the continuing need for
housing in Louisiana, many
people purchased personal
generators to provide power to
their homes.

Eligible applicants may
qualify for reimbursement for
documented expenses related
to the purchase or lease of a
generator used to allow a
household remain in their
dwelling following a power
outage caused by the disaster.

The reimbursement will
apply to:

• Applicants who pur-
chased the generator during a
documented power outage;

• Applicants who use the
generator to safely occupy
their damaged dwelling or
FEMA housing unit;

• Applicants who pur-
chased a generator between
Aug. 26 and Sept. 25 for
Hurricane Katrina; or

• Applicants who pur-
chased a generator between
Sept. 20 and Oct. 19 for
Hurricane Rita.

The period of eligibility for
applicants living in Calcasieu,
Jefferson, Orleans,
Plaquemines, St. Bernard,
Terrebonne, Vermilion, or
Cameron parishes for genera-
tor reimbursement was
extended to Nov. 30 for
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

For further information on
generator reimbursement or
for questions, call the FEMA
Helpline at 1-800-621-FEMA
(1-800-621-3362) or TTY 1-
800-462-7585.
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